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DISCOURSE. 


The  Town  of  Brookfield,  embracing  what  now  goes  un- 
der the  names  of  Brookfield,  West  Brookfield,  North  Brook- 
field,  East  Brookfield,  together  with  a  part  of  Warren,  is 
one  of  the  earliest  settlements  in  Worcester  county.  The 
soil  of  some  portion  of  the  territory,  and  the  large  ponds  and 
numerous  streams,  whence  it  derived  the  name  of  Brookfield, 
rendered  it  peculiarly  attractive  to  the  Indians,  and  was  one 
of  their  strong  holds.  The  Indian  name  of  the  place  was 
Quaboag.  One  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Nipmuc  tribe,  which 
.  roamed  in  this  part  of  the  land,  gave  to  one  Thomas  Cooper 
a  deed  of  the  territory,  to  the  extent  of  six  miles  square,  in 
1665,  and  payment  made,  and  a  town  incorporated  by  the 
name  of  Brookfield,  in  1673.  At  this  time,  Mr.  Cooper 
gave  up  his  deed  to  the  first  settlers,  among  whom  was  one 
Richard  Coye,  from  whom  yonder  hill,  in  Warren,  is  called 
Coye's  Hill,  and  a  certain  stream  bears  the  name  of  Coye's 
^  Brook. 

The  nearest  English  settlements  at  this  time,  were  Lan- 
^  caster,  Springfield  and  Northampton,  each  about  30  miles 
'-^  distant.    This  first  settlement  of  Brookfield,  was  broken  up 
<^hy  the  Indians  in  1675,  and  their  dwellings  and  place  of 
worship  consumed  by  fire.    The  next  attempt  to  settle  this 
territory,  and  whicfi  proved  to  be  permanent,  began  about 
.rC^nhe  year  1690.    Owing  to  the  repealed  incursions  of  the  In- 
^  dians,  its  progress  was  very  slow. 
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A  second  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1715,  on  the 
site  of  the  first,  a  little  East  of  Foster's  hill,  near  where  Mr, 
Leonard  Marsh  now  lives.  A  Mr.  Cheney  becanne  the  pas- 
tor and  teacher  in  1717,  and  died,  1747.  In  1741,  the  South 
western  part  of  Brookfield,  together  with  portions  of  other 
towns,  was  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Western,  now  War- 
ren. In  1748  the  inhabitants  of  the  Northeast  section  of 
Brookfield  petitioned  the  town  and  obtained  permission  to 
beconje  a  distinct  religious  Society;  and  were  incorporated 
as  the  second  parish  in  Brookfield,  March  29th  1750. 

A  strife  soon  arose  in  the  first  Parish  respecting  the  loca- 
tion of  a  House  of  Worsliip,  which  in  1754  resulted  in  a 
permanent  division.  The  two  sections  were  afterwards  de- 
nominated, the  First  and  Third  Parishes  in  Brookfield — or 
the  West  and  South  Parishes. 

The  settlement  in  this  part  of  Brookfield  began  about  150 
years  since.  A  few  of  the  first  and  most  prominent  settlers 
and  petitioners  for  a  new  Parish,  were  Benjamin  Gilbert, 
William  Ayres,  Esq.  Jabez  Ayres,  John  Hill,  Abram  Howe, 
Benjamin  Adams,  and  Thomas  Hale.  Before  their  Petition 
was  granted  by  the  Town,  a  frame  of  a  meeting  house  was 
reared  in  1749,  on  the  spot  where  the  Methodist  chapel  now 
stands.  But  so  many  were  at  that  early  day  dissatisfied 
with  the  location,  being  about  one  mile  South  West  of  the 
centre,  that  in  October  after,  a  Committee  from  abroad,  was 
chosen  to  determine  whether  the  frame  should  be  covered 
where  it  then  stood.*  By  their  decision,  which  for  the 
time  was  the  end  of  all  strife,  it  remained  and  was  there 
finished,  and  occupied  as  a  place  of  worship  till  January 
1st,  1824. 

A  Warrant  was  issued  by  Esq.  Chandler  of  Worcester, 
for  calling  the  first  Parish  Meeting,  May  1st,  1750,  being 

*  This  CoinmiUee  consisted  of  Col.  Ebenezer  Larnard,  of  Oxford,  as  is 
supposed,  Major  Daniel  Heyvvoud,  of  Worcester,  and  Dea.  Thomas 
Wheeler  of  Hardwick. 
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the  23(3  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign, '  George  III.  Copies  of 
this  warrant  were  to  be  posted  at  the  meeting  house,  at 
Corlis  Hind's  dwelling  house,  and  at  WiUiam  Witt's  shop. 
The  first  Parish  Meeting  was  held,  on  May  21st,  1750,  at 
the  dwelhng  house  of  Mr.  Jabez  Ayres,  now  the  house  of 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Smith,  the  east  end  of  which  had  then  been 
standing  for  many  years.* 

The  business  of  the  first  meeting  was  to  bring  a  new  set 
of  men  into  office=rto  raise  money  to  finish  the  meeting 
house,  and  agree  upon  some  proper  method  for  warning 
parish  meetings.  Wilham  Ayres  Esq.  according  to  the 
warrant  of  Esq.  Chandler,  called  the  first  Parish  meeting. 
He  was  chosen  Moderator,  Precinct  Olerk,  Chairman  of  the 
Parish  Committee,  and  one  of  the  Assessors.  For  many 
years  Esq.  Ayres  was  Moderator,  Committee,  Assessor,  and 
on  almost  all  important  Committees.  He  was  the  great  man 
for  business  concerns  for  20  years  or  more — The  main 
spring  in  all  the  movements  of  the  place,  respecting  both 
civil  and  ecclesiastical  concerns. f 

The  number  of  persons  who  petitioned  for  a  new  Parish, 
was  53,  with  whom  others  afterwards  united  as  parishion- 
ers. The  difference  in  territory  between  the  Parish  as  first 
incorporated,  and  the  Towil  of  North  Brookfield,  is  but 

*  The  town  of  Brookfield  was  early  noted  for  orchards  and  the  manu- 
facture of  cider.  Fur  many  years  it  was  the  place  farlherest  North  in 
which  there  were  flourishin;.^  orchards  and  abundance  of  cider.  It  be- 
came a  town  of  great  resort  fur  people  from  a  distance  to  the  North  and 
North  West  for  the  purpose  of  buying  cider,  and  especially  the  occasion- 
al resort  of  the  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  a  high  time.  They  would  con- 
gregate on  the  premises  of  Mr.  Jabez  Ayres,  and  indulge  themselves  in 
drinking  cider,  carousing  and  fighting  for  days  and  whole  nights.  This 
was  a  favorite  spot  for  meeting  and  indulgence,  which  for  the  present  wa3 
the  end  of  all  peace. 

f  He  was  the  Great  Grand  Father  of  Mr.  Jenks  Ayres — an  early  set- 
tler from  the  town  of  Ipswich, — lived  where  Mr.  Amos  Ayres  now  lives. 
He  was  a  great  land-holder,  especially  in  the  North  part  of  the  town. 
He  was  born  in  1700,  and  died  at  the  age  of  80,  a  man,  who  above  almost 
any  other,  enjoyed  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  people. 
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small,  and  that  without  any  addition  or  diminution  of  in- 
habitants. 

The  Town  is  hounded  on  the  North  by  New  Braintree,  on 
the  East  by  Spencer,  on  the  South  by  Brookfield  and  West 
Brookfield,  and  on  the  West,  by  West  Brookfield.  It  lies  in 
a  compact  form,  containing  about  20  square  miles — a  stony 
surface — a  good  strong  soil,  and  fidl  of  beautiful  swells  of 
excellent  land,*  having  no  water  power  except  in  the  out- 
skirts,  and  that  small  and  inconstant. 


The  first  settlers  were  principally  from  Ipswich  and  vi- 
cinity, in  Essex  County.  Before  they  were  incorporated  a 
Second  Parish  for  religious  privileges,  all  the  people  assem- 
bled for  worship  on  the  Sabbadi  in  a  meeting  house  near 
Mr.  Leonard  Marsh's,  about  one  mile  East  of  the  meeting 
house  ill  West  Brookfield.  (A.) 

THE  SLOW    PROGRESS  OF  THE  MEETING  HOUSE. 

The  frame  of  the  meeting  house  which  was  reared  in  1749, 
was  in  a  course  of  covering  and  completion  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  people  in  public  worship  for  several  years. 
The  means  for  defraying  the  expense  were  small,  and  money 
was  scarce.  It  was  nine  or  ten  years  in  building;  several 
years  longer  than  Solomon's  Temple.    So  long  was  the 

*  An  old  hunter  who  was  living-  when  I  first  came  to  this  place,  in- 
formed me  that  these  swells  of  land  had  no  forest  covering  them  ;  but 
a  few  ancient  large  oaks.  The  Indians  set  fire  to  the  old  grass  and 
burnt  over  them  every  Spring,  which  prevented  the  rise  and  growth  of 
brush  and  young  forest  trees.  This  greatly  favored  the  object  of  the 
hunter.  He  could  stand  in  his  door  yard,  or  on  a  little  elevation  and  de- 
scry the  deer  at  liie  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half.  This  circumstance  in 
a  course  of  years  greatly  diminished  such  sort  of  game  ;  much  to  the 
grief  of  the  people  generally,  and  especially  to  a  certain  class  of  men, 
who  delighted  in  hunting.- 


EARLY  SETTLERS. 
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house  in  building,  that  very  soon  they  found  it  necessary  to 
begin  to  repair.*  The  parishioners  adopted  the  practice  of 
seating  the  meeting  house  once  in  every  three  years  by  a 
Committee  of  five,  who  should  take  into  consideration  the 
tax  bills,  what  each  has  paid  for  estate  real  and  personal,  for 
two  or  three  years  past  together  with  their  age,  and  standing 
in  society.  At  the  Parish  meeting  in  1757  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing vote,  viz  : — That  John  Watson  have  the  liberty  of 
the  first  seat  in  the  boct^dnring  life  and  residence,  and  his 
Son  Robert  have  no  seat  in  the  Meeting  House.*'  what  was 
his  crime  we  are  not  informed. 

When  the  meeting  house  was  first  located,  there  was 
much  dissatisfaction  on  account  of  its  being  so  far  from  the 
centre — the  North  part  of  the  Parish  not  being  so  much 
populated  as  the  South.  Several  men  of  influence  made 
a  successful  effort  to  bring  about  an  essential  alteration  in 
the  building,  which,  while  it  would  increase  the  number  of 
seats,  would  probably  contribute  to  the  permanency  of  its 
location.  Choice  and  durable  materials  were  procured,  and 
two  large  porches  were  built,  one  at  each  end  of  the  house, 
through  which  the  galleries  were  entered,  and  ground  re- 
deemed for  several  new  pews.  When  the  meeting  house 
was  demolished,  these  porches  were  sold,  and  now  consti- 
tute the  main  body  of  Mr.  John  Howe's  dwelling  house. 

THE  CHIEF  MEN  IN  BUILDING  THE  FIRST  MEETING  HOUSE. 

The  principal  and  active  men  concerned  in  erecting  the 
first  place  of  worship  and  in  the  early  transactions  of  the 
Parish  were  Wrn.  Ay  res,  Esq.  Capt.  Moses  Ayres,  Capt. 
Ebenezer  Witt,  Mr.  Noah  Barns,  Mr.  Benj.  Gilbert  and 
Daniel  his  son,  Capt.  Thomas  Hale,  Ensign  Benj.  Adams, 
J3ea.  Jason  Bigelow,  and  otiiers  I  might  name.  Some  of 
hese  persons  were  in  early  manhood,  while  others  had  far 

*  New  shingled  in  about  four  years  after  it  was  finished. 
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passed  the  meridian  of  life.  Ensign  Benj.  Adams  was  the 
master  workman  in  building  the  house  which  is  now  no 
more ;  but  in  which  the  public  worship  of  God  was  con- 
stantly sustained  for  73  years ;  25  of  which  I  preached  my- 
self, and  where  the  Ancestors  of  many  in  this  place  congre- 
gated on  the  Sabbath,  and  not  a  few  of  whom  have,  as  we 
hope,  passed  into  that  house  not  made  with  hands. 

PREPARATION  F(^R  A  NEW  HOUSE"  OF  WORSHIP. 

In  making  arrangements  for  building  a  new  house  of 
worship,  and  demolishing  the  old  one,  no  small  excitement 
was  produced  on  account  of  changing  the  location  toward 
the  centre.  The  present  location  for  the  new  edifice  after 
much  labor,  and  calculation,  and  measurement,  was  selected 
by  a  Committee  of  three  gentlemen  from  abroad,  mutually 
chosen  for  the  purpose,  and  by  Avhose  decision  it  was  un- 
derstood the  parties  would  abide.*  The  reasons  for  remo- 
val were  ample  and  evident.  It  carried  the  house  to  a  more 
central  position — to  a  far  more  sightly  and  pleasant  spot — 
and  to  a  territory  very  eligible  for  building  and  business. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  when  people  have  long  en- 
joyed privileges,  which  in  justice  they  could  neither  ask  nor 
claim,  become  no  more  willing,  by  protracted  possession,  to 
surrender  them  to  the  rightful  claimants.  Since  the  South 
portion  of  the  town  had 'enjoyed  such  privileges  for  70  years, 
the  North  very  naturally  felt  that  a  removal  could  give  no 
just  dissatisfaction  to  any  one.  The  matter  was  managed 
so  coolly  and  judiciously,  and  the  reasonableness  of  the  meas- 
ure was  so  evident,  that  notwithstanding  many  left  the  So- 
ciety for  a  time,  the  affair  soon  passed  off  very  pleasantly, 
and  the  worthy  people  became  even  more  united  than  most 

*  The  Committee  for  locating  this  house  of  worship,  was  constituted  by 
CoJ.  Jones  of  Barre,  Col.  Sargent  of  Leicester,  and  Esq.  Crocker  of  Pax- 
ton.  The  site  and  building  cost  about  six  thousand  dollars.  When  the 
slips  were  sold,  the  choice  money  amounted  to  4? 700.  ' 
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religious  Societies  in  the  vicinity.  The  denaolition  of  the 
old  house  of  worship,  over  whose  ruins  some  mourned  as  a 
fond  mother  over  the  remains  of  a  rickety  child  whom  she 
had  long  nursed,  occasioned  some  movements,  which  proba- 
bly at  this  day,  furnish  matter  of  regret.  The  Methodist 
Chapel  arose  from  the  hot  ashes  of  the  old  house,  and  stands 
where  its  builders  and  proprietors  have  felt  disposed  to  for- 
sake it  as  a  cheerl^s  and  friendless  object.*  One  error 
was,  it  was  built  too  hastily,  and  without  much  considera- 
tion— another  error  was,  confidence  was  reposed  in  the  im- 
plied promises  of  men  who  had  more  money  than  principle. 

THE  OLD  HOUSE  FORSAKEN. 

On  the  last  Sabbath  in  1823,  the  Congregational  Church 
and  Society  closed  their  occupancy  of  the  old  House  of  wor- 
ship, with  joyful  hearts  and  with  two  Sermons  from  the 
following  texts  :  Ps.  Ixxxvii.  0.  The  Lord  shall  county 
xohen  he  loritelh  up  the  people^  that  this  man  loas  born 
thereP  Heb.  viii.  13.  "  Now  thatwldch  decayeth  and  vkix- 
eth  old  is  ready  to  vanish  away.^^  On  the  first  day  of  1824, 
we  took  possession  of  this  sanctuary  with  a  Discourse  from 
Hagai  ii,  9.  "  The  glory  of  this  latter  Jionse  shall  he 
greater  than  of  the  former.''''  And  where  is  the  individual 
in  the  society  that  has  ever  regretted  the  removal,  notwith- 
standing the  loud  complaints  made  at  the  time,  together 
with  a  temporary  defection  of  the  religious  society. 

HOUSE  NEW  MODELLED. 

In  1842,  there  was  such  a  deficiency  of  seats  for  the  peo- 
ple, that  the  house  was  new  modelled,  and  the  number  of 

*  This  house  was  removed  whole  three  fourths  of  a  mile  into  the  vil- 
lage, and  while  in  a  course  of  repair,  was  consumed  by  lire  Feb.  24, 
1854.  It  vvas  a  source  of  vexation  to  all  concerned,  though  its  destruc- 
tion at  the  last,  M'as  a  sad  disappointment  to  the  Society,  and  a  subject  of 
general  regret.    It  was  supposed  to  be  the  work  of  an  Incendiary. 
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seats  increased  about  150,*  and  there  still  is  made  a  com- 
plaint by  many,  that  they  can  find  no  seals  in  this  house  of 
God,  to  be  purchased  or  hired.  And  were  the  people  in  this 
village  and  through  the  town  to  attend  public  worship,  as 
is  desirable,  and  as  the  temporal  and  spiritual  good  of  the 
people  imperiously  demands,  they  would  fill  all  the  seats  in 
two  such  houses  as  that  in  which  Ave  generally  congregate. 
And  I  would  respectfully  suggest,  whether  we  are  all  doing 
our  duty  in^respect  to  the  many  who  are  habitually  absent 
from  the  place  of  divine  worship  on  the  Lord's  day.f 

TOWN  HOUSE. 

Different  and  various  motives  influenced  different  persons 
who  were  active  in  planning  and  erecting  that  building  and 
preparing /Af/MIall.  J 

The  people  long  needed  such  a  spacious  Hall  for  various 
important  purposes — for  town  meetings — for  public  discus- 
sions upon  various  interesting  matters — for  public  lectures 
on  political,  scientific,  literary,  and  agricultural  subjects — 

*  The  house  will  now  seat  700  or  800  persons  with  the  customary  por- 
tion of  children.  It  has  been  examined  with  reference  to  the  number  of 
seats.  A  due  regard  to  the  welfare  of  our  children,  and  their  future  hon- 
or, character  and  usefulness,  would  vastly  increase  the  assembly,  fdling 
up  the  chincks  which  now  appear  all  around  the  temple,  and  out  of 
whose  mouth  God  could  ortlain  praise.  I  cannot  pass  unnoticed  the 
commendable  example  of  a  Scotch  family,  Mr.  Clark,  in  bunging  when 
practicable,  all  their  children  to  the  house  of  God  on  the  Sabbalh. 

f  May  it  not  be  that  such  absences  have  become  far  more  numerous 
than  they  would  be,  were  it  not  for  the  ready  accommodations  for  rides 
of  ungodly  pleasure  on  the  one  hand,  and  unhallowed  gain  on  the  other, 
which  will  pollute,  and  sooner  or  later,  bring  a  curse  upon  all  other  gains. 

Since  writing  and  delivering  this  Discourse,  and  before  it  went  to 
press,  the  Society  in  1853,  voted  to  enlarne  the  house  of  worship  by  ex- 
tending it  20  feet  to  the  east,  thus  increasing  accommodation,  about  two 
sevenths. 

if  The  large  Town  Hall  in  the  centre  of  the  village,  now  O'^cupied  on 
the  Sabbath  by  the  Methodists. 
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oil  temperance — on  oppression  and  liberty — on  war  and 
peace,and  on  whateversubject  of  general  interest  should  come 
up.  And  happy  would  it  be,  if  no  matter  of  puerile  insig- 
nificance— none  of  corrupting  and  dissipating  tendency — 
none  of  gross  imposition  by  mere  money  catchers — none 
that  pain  hearts  which  are  seasoned  with  the  love  of  man 
and  the  fear  of  God — happy  would  it  be^  if  all  those  should 
be  excluded,  who  are  publicly  recognized  as  anti-christian 
and  God-despising  men,  who  attempt,  though  in  vain,  to 
shake  the  firm  and  everlasting  pillars  of  God's  moral  gov- 
ernment, and  to  stay  the  progress  of  that  light  from  heaven, 
which  like  the  light  of  the  sun,  at  no  far  distant  day,  is  to 
illumine  every  land.  But  it  may  not  in  all  cases  be  so  easy 
to  distinguish,  because  of  misnomers,  between  ihe  precious 
and  the  vile,  previous  to  actual  observation.  Therefore  like 
the  net  cast  into  the  sea,  that  Hall  is  liable  to  gather  all 
sorts,  and  it  requires  more  judgment  than  every  one  pos- 
sesses to  gather  only  the  good  into  vessels,  and  cast  the 
bad  away. 

We  have  no  occasion  to  regret  the  erection  of  this  spa- 
cious Hall  in  1847.  But  how  far  it  may  be  left  to  unfa- 
vorably effect  the  cause  of  truth  and  christian  morality,  re- 
mains to  be  shown  ;  while  it  most  certainly  very  much  pro- 
motes public  accommodation. 

There  are  but  a  few  enterprizes,  however  necessary  and 
commendable,  but  what  lead  to,  or  stand  connected  with 
evilsj  which  the  serious  mind  deplores.  I  rejoice  that  we 
have  that  Hall,  notwithstanding  any  unpleasant  things 
which  may  result  from  its  use.  It  performs  one  good 
office — it  shuts  out  of  God's  house  all  such  matters  and 
things  as  once  rendered  it  necessary  to  cleanse  the  Sanc- 
tuary. 

Then  let  it  be  devoted  to  high  and  worthy  purposes — to 
purposes  more  noble  than  to  merely  amuse  thoughtless 
minds,  and  feed  vain  hearts — and  support  idle  and  worth- 
less men — the  scum  that  rises  upon  filthy  water — let  it  be 
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dedicated  to  the  cause  of  jiteratiire  and  sound  sense — to  the 
cause  of  civil  and  religious  liberty — to  the  cause  of  right- 
eousness and  peace — of  order  and  humanity — to  human 
rights  and  manly  virtues — And  let  that  whole  building  be 
devoted  to  the  cause  of  fair,  honorable,  and  prosperous  busi- 
ness and  pursuits — and  let  it  stand  for  generations,  a  mon- 
ument of  a  wise  and  public  spirit  in  the  citizens  of  North 
Brookfield.* 

AMERICAN  REVOLUTION. 

These  were  times  which  tried  men's  souls,  as  will  appear 
from  the  following  fact.  In  1777  the  parish  was  so  embar- 
rassed by  the  expenses  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  pro- 
spective depreciation  of  paper  currency,  that  they  voted  to 
raise  no  money  for  Schooling.  In  1778,  the  General  Court 
issued  an  order  to  this  Parish,  to  furnish  seven  Continental 
soldiers,  and  four  Militia  men.  To  the  first  they  gave  £100 
each,  and  the  use  of  a  blanket;  and  to  the  militia,  £70  each, 
and  the  use  of  a  blanket — the  whole  amounting  to  £980,  or 
|;3,2G3.  One  seventh  part  of  the  male  inhabitants  between 
the  age  of  16  and  upwards,  were  raised  in  this  Parish  as 
Continental  soldiers.  This  was  at  the  time,  when  Asses- 
sors charged  $1  a  day  for  their  services,  which  shows  no 
very  great  depreciation  in  the  currency. 

In  1781,  the  Parish  were  compelled  to  hire  money  to  sup- 
ply the  wants  of  the  soldiers  before  they  marched  for  three 
years  service.  The  soldiers  had  liberty  to  take  security  of 
responsible  individuals,  whom  the  Parish  agreed  to  indem- 
nify. This  year  the  Parish  voted  to  grant  £1080  hard 
rn,oneij^  in  distinction  from  the  paper  currency  of  which  there 
had  been  two  emissions — one  by  the  State,  and  the  other  by 
the  Continental  Congress ;  both  in  the  end  perfectly  worth- 
less— and  the  ruin  of  multitudes,  since  neither  was  never 

*  This  Hall  has  now  for  years  heen  wisely,  and  kindly  rented  for  a 
very  small  sum  to  the  Methodist  Society  for  .public  worship. 
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redeemed.  The  £1080  in  hard  money,  amounted  to  $3,600. 
Twelve  soldiers  for  three  years  service  were  to  be  raised,  to 
whom  the  Parish  voted  to  give  £90  each,  "  or  20  young 
cattle^  three  years  old^  middling  for  bigness^  to  he  delivered 
on  the  first  of  May.'''' 

shays'  rebellion. 

According  to  my  early  impressions,  strengthened  by  what 
I  have  since  read  on  the  subject,  the  origin  of  the  rebellion 
in  17S6  was  this  : — The  Revolutionary  War,  while  the  con- 
fUct  was  justly  considered  righteous  and  honorable,  and  a 
matter  of  duty,  was  prosecuted  with  zeal  and  success,  with- 
out much  thought  of  the  expense  ;  so  vastly  important  was 
the  object  in  the  eyes  of  freemen.  At  the  close  of  the  war, 
the  Continental  army  must  be  disbanded,  and  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  sent  home  without  pay.  The  people 
were  impoverished — a  large  portion  of  them  in  debt — their 
farms  had  been  in  a  great  measure  uncultivated,  and  the 
scanty  harvest  ungathered,  only  as  it  was  done  by  old  men, 
women  and  children.  The  paper  currency,  which  answer- 
ed a  temporary  purpose,  was  a  grievous  failure  and  so 
much  sheer  loss  to  the  people.  Some  found  it  diflicult  to 
live — many  more  being  deeply  involved,  could  not  pay  their 
debts,  and  unwisely  resorted  to  the  rash  expedient  to  stop 
the  courts'and  thus  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  their  creditors 
to  collect  their  dues  by  a  legal  process.  Some  less  informed 
and  more  rapacious,  advocated  the  levelling  system,  and  re- 
joiced in  the  hope  of  redressing  all  their  grievances  by  an 
equal  distribution  of  property. 

The  spirit  of  insurrection,  which  was  the  alarming  spirit 
of  the  day,  predominated  in  North  Brookfield.  This  Parish 
furnished  the  young  man,  who  put  his  bayonet  to  the 
breast  of  Judge  Ward  on  the  steps  of  Worcester  Court 
House,  with  the  threat  that  he  would  run  him  through, 
should  he  presume  to  enter.*    This  Parish  also  furnished 


*  It  is  said  that  he  afterwards  condemned  the  act. 
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aji  officer  for  the  insurgent  army,  Capt.  Francis  Stone.  Also 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  General  Shays,  who  had  been 
the  hired  man  of  Capt.  Daniel  Gilbert,  and  built  tlie  stone 
wall  which  in  former  days  enclosed  our  present  common. 

Civil  war  is  of  all  other  calamities  the  most  deplorable. 
Shays'  Insurrection  brought  on  the  darkest  day  that  Massa- 
chusetts ever  saw.  I  recollect  the  trembling  anxiety  of  our 
best  citizens,  in  seeing  so  many  inconsiderate  men,  young 
and  old,  hastening  to  Springfield  to  strengthen  the  army  of 
the  insurgents,  against  the  government.  The  most  stable, 
virtuous,  intelligent,  industrious  and  thrifty  citizens  were  the 
supporters  of  law  and  order.  They  rallied  around  and 
clung  to  the  constituted  government  of  the  State,  as  the 
only  anchor  of  hope  against  violence  and  anarchy.* 

At  the  close  of  the  rebellion,  when  insurgency  was  put 
down,  a  law  was  passed,  that  no  man  who  had  borne  arms 
against  the  State,  should  hold  any  office  of  trust  for  three 
years.  This  law,  being  thought  oppressive,  excited  such  as 
had  been  engaged  in  the  Insurrection,  to  unite  their  forces, 
and  put  their  own  men  into  power,  however  incompetent 
to  the  discharge  of  official  duty  and  unworthy  of  trust. 
Hence  we  find  in  our  old  Parish  records,  so  great  changes 
of  men  in  the  little  petty  offices  of  the  Parish  for  several 
years  in  succession.  I  am  informed  tliat  for  these  three 
years,  Mr.  Abiel  Chase,  whom  most  of  my  audfbnce  never 
knew,  and  who  was  Great  Grandfather  of  Mis.  Moses 
Smith,  was  the  man  in  the  ancient  town  of  Brookfield,  then 
embracing  the  North  Parish,  who  rode  upon  the  storm,  and 
gave  direction  and  impetus  to  almost  every  movement, 
v/hile  the  whirlwind  was  passing. 

POST  OFFICE. 

A  Post  ofRce  was  first  established  in  North  Brookfield,  in 
IS26,  on  condition  that  it  should  be  no  expense  to  the  gov- 

*  The  Constitution  of  Massachusetts  was  adopted  in  1780. 
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ernment.  Jonathan  Gary,  Esq.  was  the  first  Post  Master, 
and  sa.w  the  mail  carried  to  South  Brookfield  and  returned, 
once  a  week  for  the  income,  which  amounted  to  $50  or  $00 
a  year.  After  a  few  years,  the  mail  came  three  times  a 
week,  and  for  several  years  past,  it  has  come  every  day 
except  the  Sahbath,  and  now  the  ^oJiole  income  amounts  to 
about  $900  a  year.  Upon  the  resignation  of  Esq.  Gary, 
John  Hill,  Esq.  came  into  office  in  1843,  succeeded  in  1849, 
by  the  present  incumbent,  Wm.  Adams,  Esq.* 

SHOE  BUSINESS, 

The  shoe  business  was  commenced  in  Town  about  the 
year  1813,  by  Mr.  Oliver  Ward,  a  worthy  citizen  from 
Grafton,  and  engaged  in  by  the  Messrs.  Batchellers  about 
1823,t  and  by  others  at  a  still  later  period. 

Previous  to  the  shoe  business,  the  people  in  this  town, 
with  a  very  few  exceptions,  were  farmers,  and  were  making 
next  to  no  progress  in  any  thing  profitable,  or  calculated  to 
elevate  their  character  and  promote  the  cause  of  morality  or 
civilization.  They  had  no  productive  employment,  and  did 
but  little  else  through  the  winter  months,  but  to  get  their 
fuel — drink  their  cider,  and  tend  their  cattle.  There  were 
many  poor  families — poor  houses — and  poorly  furnished. 
The  mecbanics  were  few,  and  did  business  upon  a  very  nar- 
row scale.  With  one  or  two  exceptions  only,  all  their  cus- 
tomers were  their  neighbors.  The  introduction  of  the  shoe 
business  and  its  successful  prosecution,  which  furnished 
profitable  employment  to  almost  all  classes  of  people,  in  a 
few  years  put  a  new  face  upon  things,  bringing  ready 
money  into  the  hands  of  the  diligent  and  laborious  poor, 
made  them  comfortable  livers,  and  freed  them  from  debt, 
and  put  spare  money  into  their  pockets.    The  prosecution 

*  Now,  in  1854,  there  are  two  mails  each  day,  except  the  Sabbath, 
f  To  these  and  some  other  gentlemen,  much  is  due  from  the  present 
inhabitants  of  North  Brookfield,  even  more  than  most  of  them  are  aware. 
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and  extension  of  this  business  soon  began  to  increase  our 
population — buildings  were  repaired — children  handsomely 
clothed — new  habitations  began  to  rise  and  multiply,  till 
this  flourishing  village  with  a  busy  population  stands  before 
you  as  the  result  of  diligence  and  reformation  from  some  of 
our  old  and  impoverishing  habits.  Instead  of  sending  the 
products  of  the  farm  to  a  distant  market,  with  scarcely  an 
exception,  it  is  more  than  consumed  among  ourselves.  We 
make  a  profitable  market  at  home  of  all  the  essential  arti- 
cles of  comfortable  livehliood;  and  no  less  a  market  for 
many  in  contiguous  towns.  Most  of  the  people  seem  to 
have  money  enough  to  purchase  any  and  every  thing  they 
wish,  and  even  many  things  they  would  do  better  without — 
and  defray  expenses  that  never  ought  to  be  incurred — which 
serve  to  waste  precious  time,  and  impoverish  and  corrupt 
the  mind,  rather  than  increase  rational  enjoyment,  and  in- 
tellectual edification. 

Under  God,  we  are  greatly  indebted  for  our  temporal 
prosperity,  to  gentlemen  who  have  so  steadily  and  honora- 
bly for  many  years,  gone  forward  in  this  enterprize.  If 
they  have  found  it  for  their  gain,  we  are  to  rejoice  in  it. 
Who  goes  a  warfare  at  his  own  charges?  The  ox  that 
treads  out  the  corn  is  not  to  be  muzzled.  Who  would  sub- 
ject themselves  to  all  this  care,  and  labor,  and  risk,  and 
vexation  for  nothing?  While  they  are  promoting  the  pros- 
perity of  others,  it  would  be  painful  to  think  that  they  must 
lose  all  themselves.  Their  past  influence  in  support  of  or- 
der and  correct  habits,  and  religious  institutions,  and  benev- 
olent operations,  and  good  principles,  ought  not  to  be  forgot- 
ten. But  on  the  other  hand,  when  the  prosperity  and  gains 
of  men,  instead  of  liberalizing,  do  only  shrivel  up  their  souls 
with  covetousness,  and  render  them  indifferent  to  the  cause 
of  truth,  I  care  but  little,  as  it  respects  the  community,  how 
soon  their  prosperity  withers,  if  it  only  loosens  them  from 
the  world,  and  opens  their  hearts  to  do  good. 

One  thing  in  this  matter  is  to  be  feared,  and  that  is,  that 
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a  rapid  increase  of  youthful  population  may  be  followed 
with  a  great  increase  of  serious  neglect,  and  dissipation — 
with  time-wasting  and  God-provoking  sins. 

As  to  scenes  of  gregarious  and  thoughtless  merriment 
and  mental-impoverishing  pleasure,  from  1816  to  1847,  they 
were  rarely  seen  amongst  us — nor  until  they  arose  from 
their  graves  in  a  new  dress,  and  nurtured  by  some  from 
abroad,  who  have  attempted  with  awful  sanctimony  to 
marry  the  church  and  the  world,  that  they  might  be  no 
more  twain,  but  one  flesh. 

Were  I  to  estimate  the  amount  of  property  that  now  an- 
nually passes  through  the  hands  of  our  shoe  Manufacturers, 
and  hazard  the  opinion  that  it  amounts  to  nearly  one 
million,  I  should  do  it  without  any  authority,  or  any  data 
acknowledged  by  any  one  to  be  correct.  But  whether  my 
opinion  be  near  the  truth,  it  is  a  very  heavy  concern;  and 
renders  this,  which  a  short  time  since  was  a  place  of  all 
others  the  most  quiet,  and  noiseless,  and  dead,  now  the 
most  active  and  stirring  in  the  vicinity.  It  was  then  a  great 
affair  for  a  man  to  build  a  decent  dwelling  house,  but 
now,  houses  spring  up  like  mushrooms  as  in  a  single  night. 

But  worldly  prosperity,  considering  the  ruling  passions  of 
men's  hearts,  is  no  friend  to  virtue,  and  grace — the  Divine 
Author  is  forgotten  and  the  gift  is  perverted,  and  without 
great  watchfulness,  man  is  led  over  those  slippery  places 
where  many,  of  whom  we  hoped  better  things,  have  irre- 
coverably fallen — even  professed  benevolence  has  often  de- 
veloped itself  in  no  better  shape,  than  an  exclusive  desire 
for  accumulation. 

But  the  life  of  sale  shoe  manufactures,  every  considerate 
man  Jaiows^  is  Southern  Slavery.  This  incontrovertible  fact, 
however,  does  not  prove  that  the  shoe-business  is  wrongs 
or  that  slavery  is  right.  But  it  shows  one  thing,  viz  :  that 
we  should  not  forget,  when  men  write  and  talk  on  these 
matters,  that  we  are  all  buying,  and  building,  and  riding, 
and  wearing,  and  making  gain  by  drafts  upon  the  fruits  of 
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slaveAdiboY.  Not  one  dollar  in  fifty,  passes  through  our 
hands,  that  is  not  probably  derived  from  this  source.  And 
whether  our  feelings  and  principles  accord  with  this  fact,  it 
should  certainly  terminate  all  difference  and  division  about 
the  appropriation  of  what  we  all  willingly  receive  from  this 
source. 

THE  TEMPERANCE  REFORMATIOiN. 

There  were  other  causes  operating  to  increase  the  pros- 
perity of  this  town,  besides  the  shoe  business;  especially  the 
Temperance  Reformatio?!,  whose  earliest  germ  appeared  in 
18J2.*     The  progress  was  slow,  but  progress  there  evi- 
dently was,  and  a  ripening  state  of  feeling  for  a  great  and 
permanent  reform  which  for  20  years  past  has  annually 
saved  the  town  ten  times  the  amount  of  what  was  yearly 
expended  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel.    Among  the  arti- 
cles of  sale  in  our  stores,  none  bore  any  comparison  with 
intoxicating  liquors.    Rum  stores  and  a  rum  tavern  were 
the  common  places  of  resort  for  many  who  would  have  ap- 
peared better,  and  done  better,  and  felt  better  at  home. 
Some  crowded  their  cellars  with  barrels  and  hogsheads  of 
cider;  and  I  was  credibly  informed  that  in  one  instance,  40 
or  50  barrels  of  cider  were  brought  from  one  cellar  in  a 
quart  mug,  and  all  was  guzzled  before  the  year  expired. 
By  various  means,  the  consnmption  of  intoxicating  drinks 
gradually  diminished,  until  several  years  since,  the  last  li- 
censed rnmhole  was  emptied  with  songs  of  joy,  and  with 
brightening  prospects  of  a   Temperance  triumph.  The 
change  has  been  great  and  happy  in  all  respects — litigation 
and  angry  controversy  have  diminished — and  evident  signs 
of  comfort  and  thrift  have  increased  all  around  us.  Wheth- 
er the  speaker  has  been  any  way  instrumental  of  promoting 
•  this  work,  he  would  not  express  an  opinion.    He  has  to 

*  When  a  Temperance  Sermon  by  the  Author,  produced  a  great  com- 
motion, not  readily  allayed. 
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regret  that  he  has  done  no  more  good  in  a  world  in  which 
he  has  lived  so  long,  and  where  so  much  good  is  to  be  done. 
Whoever  may  have  been  the  efficient  agent  in  this  reform, 
the  enterprize  has  saved  the  town  in  25  years  past,  more 
than  $50,000  at  the  lowest  calculation.  It  stopped  a  few 
holes  in  every  man's  pocket,  and  sewed  up  one  rip  in  my 
own. 

NORTH  PARISH  OF  BROOKFIELD   INCORPORATED  A  TOWN. 

This  act  of  incorporation  was  passed  in  1812.  The  en- 
quiry, may  be  made,  for  what  purposes,  and  to  what  effect? 
Calling  to  mind  what  was  said  by  various  persons  about  the 
time  of  tliis  transaction,  which  cut  us  loose  from  the  large 
and  Ancient  Town  of  Brookfield,  I  should  say,  that  while 
political  considerations  operated  the  most  powerfully,  many 
other  things  came  into  the  account  and  secured  a  major  vote 
in  town-meeting  for  the  measure. 

The  people  felt  themselves  oppressed  by  the  influence  of 
the  then  chief  men  of  the  South  and  West,  were  not  al- 
lowed such  roads  as  they  were  entitled  to — were  taxed  un- 
reasonably for  bridges  and  causeys — and  for  the  support 
of  the  poor.  It  was  thought  that  it  would  be  very  comfort- 
able to  be  delivered  from  bondage.  But  j^arfy  politics  was 
the  main  spring  of  the  movement.  Some  appear  to  think 
that  if  the  slave  question  was  out  of  the  way,  there  would 
be  nothing  to  contend  about.  But  40  years  ago,  when  sla- 
very was  scarcely  named,  there  was  a  great  strife  and 
effort  and  bitterness  upon  .other  subjects,  which  were  con- 
nected with  the  prosperity  of  the  Union.  While  there  are 
offices  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  there  will  be  seasons  of  strife, 
«.nd  office-seekers  will  always  make  a  stir  and  never  be  sat- 
isfied till  they  oust  the  incumbents,  and  make  room  for 
themselves,  or  their  prospective  benefactors.  Party  politics 
ran  to  a  greater  extreme  at  that  day,  than  the  present. 
Democracy  against  Federalism  began  to  obtain  the  aseen- 
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dancy  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  strengthening  herself, 
divided  the  ancient  town  of  Brookfield,  with  the  expectation 
of  making  this  a  Democratic  Town.  Had  the  plan  suc- 
ceeded, according  to  the  design,  Brookfield,  instead  of  send- 
ing to  the  General  Court  four  Federal  Representatives, 
would  send  but  two  Representatives,  and  one  of  these  a 
Democrat.  But  the  effort,  though  we  became  a  town, 
proved  a  failure,  in  that  we  retained  our  former  political 
character,  and  were  generally  represented  by  gentlemen  of 
the  same  views,  while  the  political  distinction  continu- 
ed. (B) 

The  division  of  Brookfield  and  the  incorporation  of  this 
town,  has  been  a  source  of  no  small  advantage,  and  of  great 
convenience  to  the  inhabitants.  We  can  manage  our  own 
affairs  in  our  own  way,  at  our  own  home,  and  without  be- 
ing under  tutors  and  governors. 

ROADS. 

North  Brookfield  is  noted  for  a  multitude  of  roads.  It  has 
been  said  that  no  roads  were  laid  out  in  early  limes,  imless 
it  be  the  one  that  passes  by  Dea.  Bush's  house,  up  and 
down  that  tremendous  hill  on  whicli  Mr.  Ambrose  Allen, 
and  Andrew  Buxton  live,  in  passing  to  the  house  of  Mr. 
Charles  Kittridge.  You  have  observed  that  the  road  is  of 
uncommon  width.  It  is  understood,  that  it  was  the  great 
public  road  in  ancient  times,  leading  from  Albany  through 
Springfield  to  Boston.  It  is  thought  the  common  roads  in 
town  were  made  where  the  cows  in  their  daily  summer  ran- 
ges set  up  their  way-marks.  Others  say,  that  every  man 
built  his  house,  and  then  made  a  road  to  accommodate  him- 
self The  misfortune  is,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  roads 
were  made  just  where  they  ought  not  to  have  been.  There 
were  but  few  hills  which  people  had  not  to  climb,  and  lose 
all  their  labor  by  descending  others  equally  long  and  steep. 
The  roads  were  mostly  laid  out  without  much  wisdom,  or, 
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it  would  seem,  with  studied  inconvenience  and  labor,  as 
though  there  was  either  pleasure  or  profit  in  first  climbing 
and  then  descending  every  hill.  Nor  was  there  a  road  in 
1836  leading  out  of  town  in  any  direction,  that  was  fit  to 
travel.  Even  now,  1850,  we  have  but  one.  Look  at  the 
former  road  to  Brookfield.  To  speak  ironically,  you  de- 
scended the  fine  declivity  from  Mr.  Nathaniel  Smith's,  to 
Mr.  Amos  Adams,  full  of  rocks  and  steeps — then  the  short 
rise  to  Mr.  Amos  Ayres — then  the  Crank — and  then  mount- 
ed that  SMOOTH  hill  to  Mr.  Babcock's,  which  brought  you 
upon  a  level  with  Col.  Nye's.  And  when  you  come  to  look 
back,  you  would  have  said  with  painful  surprise — "  where 
could  our  fathers  have  found  a  place  for  a  road  to  Brook- 
field  so  p&rfectly  ugly  f  No,  not  a  road  leading  out  of 
town  to  the  nearest  neighbors,  fit  to  travel  with  any  thing 
but  an  empty  muck  cart.  We  should  almost  have  supposed 
that  the  old  settlers  meant  their  posterity  should  be  like  the 
people  of  Laish,  "  who  had  no  business  with  any  man." 
The  direct  and  comparatively  level  road  to  Brookfield,  built 
a  few  years  since,  and  one  toward  New  Braintree,  and  one 
or  two  others  in  contemplation,  afford  a  glimpse  of  hope  for 
the  future.  But  these  early  made  roads  which  run  in  all 
direction,  except  the  right,  may  chance  to  saddle  our  posteri- 
ty with  some  rich  bills  of  expense.  ^Ve  need  several  Gen. 
Crawford's,  or  men  like  him,  to  straighten  and  smooth  our 
high- ways.* 


CHIEF  MEN. 

Among  those  Gentlemen  who  swayed  the  greatest  and 
most  salutary  influence  in  town,  in  the  course  of  the  centu- 
ry we  are  reviewing,  we  are  to  reckon  William  Ayres,  Esq. 
who  lived  where  Mr.  Amos  Ayres  now  lives.    His  talents, 

*  Since  writing  this  article,  an  excellent  road  has  been  built  to  Oak- 
ham, and  one  to  West  Brookfield  greatly  improved,  besides  that  to  Barre. 
Our  roads  are  now  being  brought  into  an  excellent  condition,  speaking 
much  to  the  praise  of  the  present  population. 
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his  superior  capabilities  in  civil  concerns,  the  extent  of  his 
possessions,  and  his  correct  moral  and  religious  character, 
made  him  some  hke  .lob  among  liis  fellow-citizens.  "  Unto 
him  men  gave  ear,  and  waited,  and  kept  silence  at  his  coun- 
sel. After  his  words  they  spake  not  again,  and  his  speech 
dropped  on  them." 

Another  prominent  character  was  Capt.  Witt,  who  lived 
where  Mr.  Thomas  Kindiick  now  lives.  He  left  no  poster- 
ity, was  a  man  much  respected,  and  on  account  of  his  ex- 
tensive reading,  especially  in  theology,  had  great  influence 
in  religious  and  ecclesiastical  concerns. 

Dea.  Benjannn  Adams,  father  of  William  Adams,  Esq. 
probably  "better  understood  the  doctrines  of  revelation,  and 
was  a  better  judge  of  preaching  in  his  best  days,  than  per- 
haps any  other  man  in  the  place. 

No  man,  since  the  decease  of  William  Ayres,  Esq.  was  so 
well  acquainted  with  civil  concerns  and  public  afiairs,  as 
Hon.  Thomas  Hale,  Esq.,  no  one  so  much  employed  in  pub- 
lic business,  or  had  equal  influence  in  the  aflairs  of  State. 
He  was  eminently  a  safe,  reliable  man.  If  I  mistake  not, 
he  was  a  member  of  our  Legislature  cither  in  the  House  or 
the  Senate,  fifteen  years  in  succession.  1  pass  over  others, 
my  cotemporaries  and  successors,  since  it  is  yet  uncertain 
which  side  of  truth  and  righteousness  some  of  them  will  at 
last  be  found,  and  whether  the  children  of  our  day,  will 
look  up  and  pronounce  them  blessed. 

GENERAL  HARMONY. 

For  75  years  past,  there  has  been  no  alarming  dissension, 
either  in  the  Parish  or  the  Cliurch — no  contention  .  between 
Minister  and  people — and  no  paint\d  separation,  but  that 
which  was  occasioned  by  political  considerations  when  the 
Colonies  separated  from  England.  Though  dark  and  mut- 
tering clouds  have  sometimes  hung  around  our  horizon,  and 
we  have  discerned  evident  indications  of  an  approaching 
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storm;  yet  by  a  kind  providence  which  governs  all,  and 
the  good  judgment  of  onr  wise  men,  we  kept  clear  of  serious 
and  alarming  contention,  and  again  scoured  up  the  goldv.'n 
chain  of  friendship.  The  Church  and  Pastor  have  happily 
liarmonized  in  failh  and  works— in  reforms,  in  discipline 
and  in  pecuniary  concerns,  so  that  no  Council  has  ever  been 
called  to  settle  any  difficulty,  or  heal  any  division.  The 
first  Pastor,  though  often  a  little  restless,  Avas  dismissed  in 
quietness  by  his  own  nrgent  request — the  second  died  in  of- 
fice, and  the  third  is  the  present  incumbent.  The  things 
have  been  sought  which  make  for  peace,  and  whereby  we 
might  edify  one  another.* 

FUTURE  PROSPECTS. 

The  present  and  prospective  state  of  our  youthful  and 
dear  children,  who  will  soon  take  the  f)lace  of  the  passing 
generation,  demands  under  the  order  of  God's  throne,  all 
our  wisdom,  care,  faithfulness  and  prayerful  waiting,  lest 
we  fall  by  our  iniquity,  and  from  sorrowful  experience  learn 
how  evil  and  bitter  a  thing  it  is  to  forsake  God. 

The  mass  of  the  people — men  who  have  been  from  the 
beginning,  pillars  in  society,  have  always  sustained  and  de- 
tended  the  doctrines  of  the  Reformation,  which  from  gener- 
ation to  generation  they  wisely  taught  their  children.  This 
is  the  character  of  the  public  religious  instruction  under 
which  they  sat,  and  wliich  they  hope  and  mean  by  the 

*  Since  writing  this  account  in  1850,  the  population  has  so  increased 
that  our  house  of  Worship  cuuld  not  accommodate  them  on  the  Sabbath. 
The  Congregational  Society  took  measures  in  1853,  to  enlarge  the  house 
by  extending  it  20  feet  to  the  East,  which  measure  was  opposed  by  a  re- 
spectable minority.  Afier  a  delay  of  two  month's,  to  accommodate  the 
minority,  the  Society  proceeded  to  execute  their  plan,  which  resulted  in 
the  formation  of  a  new  ^Society,  who  have  settled  a  minister  and  are 
erecting  a  new  and  large  house  of  Worship.  May  all  these  movements 
result  in  good. 
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grace  of  God  to  leave  as  an  invaluable  legacy  to  their  de- 
scendants. 

How  many  generations  are  to  arise  and  pass  across  this 
narrow  stage  before  the  earth  shall  dissolve  and  the  past 
and  coming  generations  shall  meet  before  that  Great  White 
Throne,  and  hear  their  doom,  we  know  not.  But,  O,  the 
solemn  results  of  our  influence  on  the  present  and  succeed- 
ing generations  !  We  shall  read  them  at  another  day  with 
thrilling  effect,  when  that  great  and  permanent  gulf  which 
none  can  pass,  shall  separate  the  wise  and  the  foolish. 

Let  the  impression  be  fixed  deep  in  our  minds,  that  the 
greatest  honor  we  can  do  ourselves,  and  the  richest  bless- 
ings we  can  confer  on  our  children,  and  through  them  on 
all  our  future  posterity,  is  to  train  them  in  the  faith  and 
virtues  of  our  Puritan  Fathers.  Then  will  they  and  those 
who  follow  them,  reflect  lasting  glory  on  their  predecessors. 
Should  some  at  another  day  enquire,  ''Can  any  good  thing 
come  out  of  Nazerelh,"  it  can  be  replied  without  a  blush  or 
even  a  fear,  "Come  and  see" — see  these  our  sons  grown 
up  in  their  youth,  and  these  our  daughters  polished  after  the 
similitude  of  a  palace.  For  the  work  of  the  Lord  has  ap- 
peared to  his  servants,  and  his  glory  to  their  children  ;  yea, 
the  beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  is  upon  them. 
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NOTICE. 


Since  in  former  years  I  delivered  Discourses  in  whicii  were  recounted 
some  of  the  dealings  of  God  with  this  Church,  through  a  large  portion 
of  my  ministry,  I  cannot  now  give  a  connected  account  of  the  subject, 
without  an  abbreviaied  repetition  of  some  general  facts. 


DISCOURSE. 


PSALM  XLY.  16. 

INSTEAD  OF  THY  FATHERS,  SflALL    BE    THY    CHILDREN,  WHOM 
THOU  MAYEST  BIAKE  PRINCES  IN  ALL  THE  EARTH. 

This  with  the  following  verse  shows  that  Christ  and  his 
church  were  expressly  intended  through  the  whole  psalm. 
While  the  Redeemed  Church  renounces  worldly  connections^ 
interests  and  affections,  in  order  to  her  union  to  Christ,  a 
spiritual  generation — a  numerous  succession  of  converts; 
arises  from  this  sacred  relation  according  to  the  promises  and 
predictions  of  God's  word.  These  are  made  princes  in  all 
the  earth;  or  as  the  apostle  John  in  the  Revelation  writes, 
are  "  kings  and  priests  unto  our  God  and  shall  reign  on  the 
earth."  The  history  of  the  christian  world  will  justify  the 
declaration,  that  the  most  honorable  men  in  every  christian 
land  have  been  the  sons  of  the  Church — not  however  the 
men  most  honored  by  a  faithless  world.  They  have  often 
been  raised  to  great  authority  and  possessed  a  wide  spread 
influence;  and  however  the  Churcli  has  been  despised  and 
grievously  persecuted  as  though  she  were  abhorred  by  the 
powers  that  be,  yet  the  time  is  fast  approaching  when  her 
sons  shall  be  had  in  honor  and  become  the  rulers  in  all  na_ 
tions.  Yes,  the  time  is  rapidly  drawing  near  when  the  king- 
dom and  the  greatness  of  the  kingdom  under  the  whole 
heaven  shall  be  given  to  the  saints  of  God — when  the  little 


stone  cut  from  the  moniUain  shall  dash  in  pieces  the  king- 
doms of  the  earth,  and  fiU  the  world. 

God  has  never  yet  failed  of  having  a  Church  on  the  earth, 
the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth — the  llgJit  of  the  world — 
the  salt  of  the  earth.  Though  our  Lord  calls  her  a  little 
flock,  he  tells  her  not  to  fear  for  the  time  of  her  enlargement 
is  coming;  and  may  we  not  consider  the  continuation  of 
Christian  Churches  from  generation  to  generation  by  the  ef- 
fusion of  the  Holy  Ghost  as  an  earnest  of  her  continuance, 
and  as  an  additional  reason  for  hope,  in  connection  with 
precious  promises  in  God's  word,  that  Zion  will  arise  and 
shine,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  rest  upon  her. 

The  mortality  that  reigns  in  the  Church  no  less  than 
around  the  world  from  one  generation  to  another,  would  soon 
end  in  her  extinction  on  earth,  were  it  not  for  the  successive 
showers  of  divine  grace  which  supply  the  wastes  of  death 
by  fresh  converts  to  God.  And  most  of  those  who  are  gath- 
ered into  the  kingdom  in  Christian  countries  are  from  Chris- 
tian families,  who  have  been  set  apart  for  Abram's  (iod. 
"Instead  of  thy  Fathers,  shall  be  the  children  whom  thou 
mayest  make  princes  in  all  the  earth.'' 

This  is  true  in  respect  to  the  visible  Church  of  God  in 
this  place,  where  it  has  now  been  perpetuated  for  one  hun- 
dred years,  under  the  nourishing  and  refreshing  influences 
of  divme  institutions. 

.  The  year  1752  is  memorable  in  the  Annals  of  North 
Brookfield,  and  the  third  day  of  June  1752  a  joytul  day  to  the 
Church  and  people,  who  then  received  and  have  ever  since 
sustained  a  Minister  of  the  gospel  to  speak  unto  them  and 
their  children  the  words  of  eternal  life. 

The  original  Church  in  North  Brookfield  was  embodied 
and  constituted  a  regular  Church  of  Christ,  and  prepared 
for  christian  organization  by  signing  a  Covenant,  bearing 
date  May  28th,  1752  This  Covenant  at  the  time,  received 
the  signatures  of  26  males, (C)  and  they  took  the  distinctive 
name  of  the  Second  Church  of  Christ  in  l^roqkfield. 
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The  Brethren  having  been  embodied  into  a  Ciiurch  state 
by  signing  the  Covenant,  communicating  their  letters,  and 
by  proper  religious  services,  Mr.  Eli  Forbes,  pastor  elect, 
was  ordained  the  first  Pastor  on  the  3d  of  June  following.* 

The  Northeast  section  of  ihe  town  of  Brookfield  had  been 
incorporated  as  a  distinct  religions  Society,  or  Second  Parish 
in  Brookfield,  March  29th,  1750;  and  within  two  years  af- 
ter, the  people  settled  their  first  Minister,  some  time  before 
their  House  of  worship  was  finished.  The  poverty  of  the 
people,  and  the  extreme  scarcity  of  money  rendered  the  en- 
terprize  of  erectmg  a  decent  house  of  worship  very  arduous 
and  difiicult.  But  in  time  they  found  an  habitation  for 
God.(D) 

At  a  Church  meeting,  Dec.  2Gth,  1753,  Mr.  John  Cutler 
was  chosen  first  Deacon,  and  Mr.  Jason  Bigelow  the  second, 
who  soon  after  signified  their  acceptance  of  the  appointment. 
Thus  the  Second  Church  in  Brookfield  was  fnlly  organized 
for  the  regular  administration  and  enjoyment  of  christian  or- 
dinances. 

The  division  of  the  following  discourse,  will  take  the  or- 
der of  prominent  and  successive  events. 

1.  SETTLEMENT,  MINISTRY,   CHARACTER  AND  DISMISSION    OF  REV. 
DR.  FORBES. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Forbes,  the  first  Pastor  of  the  Church,  was 
from  Westboro,  County  of  Worcester.  He  received  a  unan- 
imous vote  to  become  their  Pastor  and  teacher,  and  com- 
menced his  labors  under  circumstances  of  high  promise. 
Though  Dr.  Forbes  was  much  admired  and  beloved  by 

*  The  Parish  appointed  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  three  neighboring 
Ministers,  Rev.  Messrs.  Eaton  of  Spencer,  Jones  of  Western,  and  Hard- 
ing of  Brookfield,  for  their  advice' respecting  the  wisdom  and  duly  of  giv- 
ing Mr.  Eli  Forbush  (as  he  then  spelled  his  name)  an  invitation  to  settle 
with  them  in  the  work  of  the  Ministry.  Tlieir  advice  bciti;:^  communi- 
cated, the  Parish  proceeded  to  invite  Mr.  Forbush  to  settle  by  a  unani- 
mous vote. 
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most  of  his  people,  yei  his  ministry  was  not  altogether  so 
peaceful  and  happy,  as  was  probably  anticipated.  Being 
naturally  hasty  and  restive,  difficulties  arose  respecting  sal- 
ary. Ministerial  lands,  and  long  absences  from  his  people,  as 
appears  from  Parish  Records. 

About  the  commencement  of  the  American  Revolution,  in 
consequence  of  his  not  entering  into  the  great  enterprize  so 
readily  and  warmly,  as  many,  he  was  called  a  tory,  and  re- 
ceived from  unknown  individuals  disrespectful  treatment, 
which  induced  him  to  request  and  to  insist  upon  his  dis- 
mission; which  by  reason  of  his  importunity,  was  granted, 
and  his  Pastoral  relation  was  dissolved  on  the  first  of  March, 
1775.    His  ministry  continued  22  years  and  nine  months. 

In  his  day.  Dr.  Forbes  was  a  pojjidar  preacher,  apt,  and 
sometimes  striking  in  liis  remarks,  rather  than  clear  in  his 
perceptions,  forcible  and  convincing  in  his  reasonings.  His 
Sermons  appeared  better  from  the  desk,  than  from  the  press, 
which  is  evidence,  that  he  more  excelled  as  a  pleasant 
speaker,  than  as  a  profound  Divine  and  able  reasoner.  He 
held  a  very  respectable  rank  among  the  Clergymen  in  this 
vicinity.  As  a  companion,  he  was  very  communicative  and 
agreeable;  excelling  much  in  conversation,  and  communi- 
cating his  thoughts  with  great  readiness  and  propriety.  He 
possessed  the  talent  of  readily  giving  good  and  familiar  in- 
struction to  children,  and  winning  the  affections  of  most 
people.  During  the  Ministry  of  Dr.  Forbes,(E)  the  Church 
under  his  pastoral  care,  was  more  distinguished  for  num- 
bers, than  deep  piety  and  vital  godliness.  His  sentiments 
were  evangelical,  though  not  strictly  Calvenistic. 

The  qualifications  of  Church  membership  included  a  fair 
moral  character,  family  devotions,  catechetical  instruction 
to  households,  and  regular  attendance  upon  christian  insti- 
tutions, together  with  some  written  account  of  their  mental 
exercises  usually  prepared  by  the  Pastor.  It  was  generally 
thought  that  Dr.  Forbes  had  a  large  share  of  self  esteem, 
which  raised  hini  above  the  endurance  of  close  criticism,  or 
unfavorable  remarks.  He  had  but  few  acknowledged  supc- 
.riors  in  New  England. 
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II.   SETTLEMENT,   CHARACTER,  AND  DEATH  OF  REV.  JOSEPH 
ArPLETON. 

On  May  8th,  1776,  more  than  a  year  after  the  dismission 
of  Dr.  Forbes,  the  Church  held  a  meeting  to  see  if  they 
would  agree  to  invite  Mr.  Joseph  Appleton  to  become  their 
pastor;  and  on  the  16th  of  Oct.  following,  the  Parish  as- 
sembled and  voted  unanimously  to  concur  with  the  Church 
in  this  invitation,  and  in  their  choice  of  a  Council,  and  time 
for  his  ordination,  which  took  place  on  tlie  30th  of  Oct. 
1776.* 

The  Rev.  .Joseph  Appleton  remained  Pastor,  and  con- 
stantly labored  among  his  people  through  a  period  of  great 
trial  both  in  the  State  and  Nation,  embracing  the  time  of  the 
Anjerican  Revolution,  and  following  commotions.  The 
term  of  his  active  ministry  was  eighteen  years  and  ten 
months,  when  he  closed  his  labors  and  his  life  in  a  short 
sickness  on  the  25th  of  July,  1795,  aged  4 1  years.(P)  Rev. 
Mr.  Appleton  is  represented  to  have  been  a  very  diflerent 
man  and  preacher  from  Dr.  Forbes  his  immediate  predeces- 
sor. To  most  he  was  less  acceptable  as  a  preacher,  and 
still  more  qidet^  meek  and  iinaspiring  in-  spirit,  and  more 
steadfast  in  tke  doctrines  of  grace^  wliich  he  constantly 
preached  with  plainness.  Some  of  his  ministerial  bretliren 
who  loved  him,  conceived,  that  through  the  want  of  more 
comprehensive  views  of  the  divine  plan  of  saving  sinners, 
his  preaching  was  in  some  measure  liable  to  objections  not 
so  easily  answered,  and  might  leave  the  transgressor  with 
the  consoling  plea  that  he  had  some  excuse  for  neglecting 
the  matter  of  tiis  salvation.  Coming  upon  the  stage  soon 
after  the  far  famed  George  Whitlield  made  his  last  visit  to 

*  The  fullovving  Churches  v/ere  sent  lo  on  the  occasion,  viz: — Two 
Churches  in  Ipswich,  two  Churches  in  Brookfielil,  the  Church  in  Brain- 
tree,  the  Church  in  Sturbridge,  the  Church  in  Spencer,  the  Church  in 
Western,  the  Church  in  Rutland,  and  also  the  Church'  in  Hutchinson. 
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America,  and  admiring  his  zeal  and  success,  he  was  warmed 
with  the  same  lioly  fire,  copied  his  manners,  and  hke  him 
preached  rich  and  sovereign  grace  with  great  constancy. 
He  is  said  to  have  been  ardent  in  spirit,  and  animated  in 
deUvery.  He  loved  his  Savior  and  his  people,  and  preached 
the  one  to  save  the  other.  Pacific  in  spirit,  and  lowly  in 
mind,  he  desired,  he  sought,  he  strove  for  peace,  and  would 
make  great  sacrifices,  rather  than  contend.  Though  not  so 
much  distinguished  as  a  student,  or  as  a  preacher,  yet  I  am 
persuaded,  that  he  ought  to  be  held  in  higher  estimation, 
especially  as  a  man  of  God,  than  many  others  who  have 
been  more  celebrated  as  preacheis  of  the  Gospel.  One  of 
his  brethren  as  he  came  to  attend  his  funeral,  observed,  that 
they  had  one  certain  evidetice  that  he  was  a  man  of  God, 
and  had  gone  to  rest;  for  our  Lord  says,  "  Blessed  are  the 
peace-makers^  lor  they  shall  be  called  the  sons  of  God." 
*  A  person  who  breeds  contention  and  kindles  up  strife,  is  not 
a  material  proper  to  be  incorporated  into  God's  spiritual 
house. 

HI.   THE  SETTLEMENT  AND    MINISTRY    OF    THE    PRESENT  SENIOR 

PASTOR. 

After  the  decease  of  Rev.  Mr.  Applcton  in  1795,  the  Soci- 
ety employed  several  Candidates  in  succession,  but  without 
success  in  any  attempt  to  settle.  They  extended  an  invita- 
tion to  two  gentlemen,  who  for  dilTerent  reasons  declined. 

The  present  senior  Pastor,  (G)  after  preaching  several 
months  as  a  Candidate,  as  was  then  the  custom,  was  or- 
dained on  June  27tli,  1798.* 

*  The  ordaining  Council  was  composed  of  Pastors  and  Delegates  from 
the  following  Churches,  viz  : — The  Church  in  Somers,  Ct.  Cummins- 
ton,  Gilsum,  the  first  and  third  Church  in  Brookfield,  the  Churches  in  Spen- 
cer, Oakham,  New  Brainiree,  Sturbridge,  and  the  first  Church  in  Glou- 
cester. The  Pastor  of  the  Church  in  Glouce&ier,  had  been  the  first  Min- 
ister in  North  Brookfield — was  Moderator  oT  the  above  named  Council, 
and  gave  the  Charge  to  the  Pastor. 
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At  tbe  time  of  my  ordination,  the  Church  in  the  North 
Parish  in  Brookfield,  consisted  of  80  members,  most  of  them 
in  the  dechne  of  hfe.    No  small  portion  of  these  80,  soon 
passed  away,  and  the  male  members  reduced  to  a  very 
small  number.    Twenty  five  only  acted  in  the  matter  of 
inviting  me  to  become  their  Pastor,  and  two  of  those  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  hear  further.    Considering  the  small 
number  embraced  in  the  Church,  and  the  declining  age  of 
many,  some  gentlemen  in  the  vicinity  expressed  a  concern, 
lest  the  Church  should  become  extinct,  and  one  individual 
advised  me  to  introduce  what  then  was  called  ^Uhe  half- 
xoay  Coveiiant^  i.  e.  baptized  parents  of  good  morals,  though 
without  any  pretensions  to  experimental  piety,  might  unite 
with  the  Church,  and  have  their  children  baptized,  and  be 
excused  from  coming  to  the  Lord's  supper,  because,  unqual-, 
ified  in  their  own  estimation  to  attend  upon  such  a  solemn 
ordinance,  not  considering  that  one  ordinance  is  as  sacred 
as  the  other.    But  this  plan  was  never  adopted  by  the 
Church  in  this  place,  and  in  this  vicinity  is  now  wholly 
abandoned  as  unscriptural  and  pernicious.    Verily  we  may 
say,  except  the  liord  had  left  us  a  seed,  we  should  have 
been  as  Sodom,  and  been  made  like  unto  Gomorrah,  with 
scarcely  a  righteous  man  among  us.    From  1808  to  1840, 
the  Church  increased  in  numbers.    But  from  the  time  in 
which  Rev.  George  Whitfield  passed  through  the  country, 
to  1817,  being  75  years,  there  was  no  extensive  movement 
of  a  religious  ijature  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  in  this 
place. 


IV.   THE  SEASON  OF  REVIVALS  AND  CHANGES. 

The  first  revival  of  religion  with  which  God  ever  blessed 
this  people,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  commenced  in  the 
Autumn  of  1816.  This  was  followed  by  another,  two  years 
after,  which  resulted  in  the  addition  of  more  than  eighty 
to  God's  professed  people,  some  of  whom  continue  amongst 
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the  most  substantial  members  of  this  Church.  A  large  por- 
tion of  these  80,  though  most  of  them  in  younger  life,  when 
they  united  with  God's  people,  have  by  time  and  death, 
been  scattered  abroad,  or  housed  in  the  grave.  God  in  his 
great  mercy,  favored  us  with  another  refreshing  season  of 
Divine  influence  in  1827.  wliich  occasioned  a  fresh  addition 
to  the  church  of  nearly  30,  that  served  to  repair  the  nine 
year's  desolations  by  death,  and  of  removal  to  other  sections 
of  the  land.  This  however  did  not  satisfy  the  heart  of  Infi- 
nite love.  For  the  year  1831  is  memorable  in  the  annals  of 
this  Church,  and  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  God's  people.  It  is 
distinguished  above  all  others  in  my  ministry,  for  move- 
ments and  changes,  storms  and  calms  sudden  and  unex- 
pected, painful  and  pleasant.  It  was  indeed,  a  year  of  the 
♦right  hand  of  the  Most  High,  in  which  he  first  distressed,  and 
then  rejoiced  the  hearts  of  his  people,  and  honored  both  his 
power  and  his  grace,  when  so  many  were  led  willing  cap- 
tives by  Christ.  This  revival  that  took  place  in  the  most 
busy  season  of  the  year,  made  great  encroachments  upon 
the  kingdom  of  sin,  and  brought  about  sixty  souls  into  the 
fold  of  the  Great  Shepherd.  But  God,  rich  in  mercy,  did 
not  even  here  stay  his  hand  from  working,  but  continued 
his  gracious  visitations;  and  in  1837,  honored  both  the  cross 
of  his  Son,  and  the  power  of  his  spirit  in  subduing  many 
rebellious  hearts  to  his  righteous  sceptre.  More  than  70  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  they  had  become  the  children  of  God, 
and  about  fifty  made  a  public  profession  o.f  their  faith  in 
Christ,  and  entered  into  Covenant  to  walk  with  God.  In- 
stead of  the  fathers,  were  the  children  to  whom  God  has 
given  influence  and  honor,  either  at  home  or  abroad. 

While  it  remains  a  truth  that  God  rai/is  on  one  city,  and 
not  on  another,  and  the  city  on  which  there  is  no  rain, 
withers :  yet  there  is  always  encouragement  for  good  men 
to  pray  and  put  forth  efforts  for  the  progress  of  the  Church, 
and  the  conversion  of  sinners ;  and  also  for  ministers  to 
preach  and  labor  in  their  sacred  work,  both  in  season  and 


1779065 


out  of  season,  with  humble  dependence  upon  God.  Much 
is  doubtless  lost  in  respect  to  the  spiritual  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  a  Church,  for  the  want  of  more  familiar  and  chris- 
tian intercourse  amongst  its  members,  and  especially  with 
those  who  have  recently  embraced  and  professed  the  Lord 
of  love.  "  They  that  feared  the  Lord,  spake  often  one  to 
another,  and  the  Lord  hearkened  and  heard  it,  and  a  book 
of  remembrance  was  written  for  them  that  feared  the  Lord 
and  thouglit  upon  his  name." 

At  least  for  fifty  years  past,  this  Church  has  enjoyed  a 
good  degree  of  peace  and  union,  have  generally  moved  in 
concert,  and  have  been  very  harmonious  in  their  measures 
to  promote  the  great  ends  of  Christian  Institutions.  Nor 
\ms  there  ever  been  any  great  discrepancy  of  opinion  on  sub- 
jects of  any  magnitude  as  it  respects  the  interests  of  true 
religion.  When  the  Church  was  embodied,  they  adopted 
a  Covenant  which  implied  a  general  belief  in  the  holy  Scrip- 
tures, and  an  engagement  to  train  their  children  religiously 
by  the  use  orthodox  catechisms;  and  accordingly  the  As- 
sembly's shorter  Catechism  was  taught  in  families  and  in 
schools,  but  this  covenant  recognized  no  particular  doc- 
trines, except  the  being  of  a  God  as  the  object  of  worship  ; 
the  Bible  as  his  word;  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Savior  of  men  ; 
the  Church  as  his  Mystical  body;  and  the  public  worship 
of  God  on  the  Sabbath,  Baptism,  and  the  Lord's  supper, 
as  Divine  Institutions.  In  1827,  it  was  conceived  important 
on  several  accounts,  for  every  Church  to  adopt  a  few  dis- 
tinct and  leading  articles  of  faith  and  practice,  to  which 
all  who  united,  should  give  their  assent.  Such  articles  and 
a  Covenant,  after  careful  preparation,  were  adopted  by  this, 
and  most  other  Churches  in  this  vicinity.  A  very  little 
consideration  shows  the  importance  of  it.  This  transaction 
took  place  in  May,  1827,  with  only  two  dissenting  votes. 
Those  who  dissented  were  left  on  the  old  platform,  while 
all  others  conformed  to  the  new  arrangement. 

Much  dishonor  having  been  done  the  cause  of  Christ  by 
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the  use  of  strong  drink,  and  more  cases  of  discipline  having 
arisen  from  this  source,  than  all  others,  the  Church  thought 
it  their  duty  to  adopt  some  measure  to  prevent  the  evil,  and 
let  the  community  know  their  views  of  the  subject ;  and  ac- 
cordingly passed  certain  Resolutions,  which  they  procured 
to  be  printed,  and  sent  into  every  family  in  town.  One 
Resolution  provides,  that  no  one  shall  hereafter  be  received 
into  this  Churchy  but  on  the  principle  of  entire  abstinence 
from  the  use,  manufacture  and  sale  of  ardent  spirit  as  a 
drink. 

In  1817,  the  Church  by  special  vote,  admitted  persons, 
who  give  satisfactory  evidence  of  piety,  but  who  are  not  yet 
convinced  that  Infant  Baptism  is  a  duty  divinely  enjoined 
upon  christian  parents.  They  adopted  this  course,  not  be- 
cause they  had  the  least  doubt  that  infant  baptism  is  an  im- 
portant, or  divine  ordinance,  any  more  than  that  infant  cir- 
cumcision was  a  divine  institution.  The  Church  to  which 
Abram  belonged,  we  all  know,  was  the  same  Church  to 
which  Paul  belonged  after  his  conversion,  and  was  founded 
upon  the  same  Covenant  of  grace.  And  all  the  objections 
which  lie  against  infant  baptism,  lie  with  equal  force  against 
infant  circumcision  ;  and  still  this  is  what  God  expressly 
enjoined  upon  his  people.  Well  informed  men  who  are  can- 
did and  honest  enquirers,  cannot  avoid  this  conclusion. 

SABBATH  SCHOOL. 

The  Pastor  commenced  a  new  exercise  on  the  Sabbath  in 
1817 — the  instruction  of  youth  upon  moral  and  religious 
subjects,  after  close  of  public  worship  on  the  Sabbath.  This 
was  done  by  question  and  answer.  The  attendance  was 
generally  from  10  to  20.  But  the  inconvenience  and  the 
labor  of  the  Pastor  became  so  great  and  onerous,  that  ser- 
,vice  was  soon  discontinued.  A  few  pious  females  entreated 
the  Pastor  to  renew  his  efforts  for  a  Sabbath  School;  and 
finally  solicited  Dea.  T.  Batcheller  and  Dea.  J.  A.  Moore  to 
take  the  laboring  oar  into  their  hands,  which  they  did,  dur- 
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ing  the  warmer  season  of  the  year.  They  thus  continued 
their  labors  with  comparatively  a  small  number,  till  1821, 
when  at  a  Church  Meeting  on  the  25th  of  May,  the  breth- 
ren, considering  it  too  great  a  care  and  labor  for  those  two 
men  to  bear  all  the  burden,  appointed  Mr.  Bonum  Nye. 
Hervey  Belcher,  and  Dea.  Walter  Walker,  to  assist  and  en- 
courage Deas.  Batcheller  and  Moore,  in  the  care  of  the  Sab- 
bath School.  And  this  course  has  been  pursued  invariably 
down  to  this  time,  when  till  instead  of  14  or  20,  it  has  increas- 
ed in  some  seasons  to  300  or  400.  The  Church  has  annually 
appointed  a  Superintendent  with  four  others  to  assist  him  in 
the  labors,  and  to  share  in  the  responsibilities  of  this  worthy 
enterprize.  The  Sabbath  School  then,  as  it  respects  our 
own  narrow  limits,  is  the  child  of  tlie  Pastor,  taken  up  and 
nursed,  and  provided  for,  and  fed  by  the  Church,  in  which 
labors  and  responsibilities  they  have  gone  on  with  a  good 
measure  of  harmony  and  pleasant  co-operation.  This  mat- 
ter, in  which  there  is  so  much  relating  to  the  intelhgence 
and  virtue  and  salvation  of  the  rising  generation,  is  just 
where  it  ought  to  be — in  the  hands  of  the  Church.  This 
enterprize  where  it  has  been,  has  generally  been  rising  and 
prosperous.  Still  it  has  not  embraced  all  we  should  rejoice 
to  see  within  its  privileged  bounds.  Our  youth — young 
men  and  maidens,  for  their  good,  present  and  future,  we 
should  rejoice  to  see  in  the  ranks  of  christian  proficients, 
treasuring  up  truths  which  gave  the  fathers  of  New-England 
a  stability  in  moral  and  religious  character,  which  no  other 
people  in  the  land  have  ever  attained  to. 

Until  1817,  when  God  shed  upon  his  people  his  Holy 
Spirit,  there  was  but  one  Brother  of  the  Church  who  could 
be  persuaded,  in  a  religious  meeting  to  lead  in  prayer.  If 
the  Pastor  were  absent  on  the  Sabbath,  the  people  of  course 
would  have  no  public  religious  meeting.  Since  that  reviv- 
ing season,  we  have  had  praying  men  who  could  conduct 
the  services  of  the  sanctuary  by  reading  a  printed  discourse^ 
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much  to  the  acceptance  of  the  more  serious  part  of  the  as- 
sembly. 

The  first  money  raised  for  Missionary  purposes  by  this 
Church,  amounting  to  $10,  was  in  1807.  The  next  contri- 
bution was  $40  for  Foreign  Missions,  to  be  saved  by  the 
more  moderate  use  of  ardent  spirit,  and  from  that  day  to 
this,  more  than  $10,000  have  been  contributed  in  this  Soci- 
ety for  Foreign  Missions.  Since  1797,  no  member  of  this 
Church,  while  a  resident  in  the  town,  is  known  to  have  left 
us  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  with  any  other  denomination  ; 
notwithstanding  any  efforts  repeatedly  made  to  effect  it.  It 
is  too  true,  that  some  denominations  cannot  prosper  in  the 
country  only  by  opposition  from  others  who  are  not  so  well 
skilled  in  proselyting.  They  generally  increase  the  most 
rapidly  in  hot  beds  of  warm  controversy  and  sharp  quar- 
rels ;  and  decline  the  fastest  when  left  to  themselves. 

V.  SEASON  OF  INFLUENCES  ADVERSE  TO  REVIVALS. 

Since  1840,  but  very  few  have  been  added  to  this 
Church  except  by  letter :  These  have  been  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  dismissions  and  deaths.  In  such  a 
world  as  this,  where  Satan  has  so  much  power,  and  so 
many  devices,  and  so  many  devoted  servants,  influences 
hostile  to  the  truth,  are  always  in  operation  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent;  but  the  period  between  1840  and  1849,  was 
in  this  region,  and  in  this  place,  somewhat  marked  by  cir- 
cumstances and  influences  adverse  to  any  progress  in  re- 
ligion. The  influence  of  a  preached  gospel  was  continually 
counteracted  by  unholy  and  pernicious  excitements  to  which 
some,  however,  appeared  to  attach  importance,  while  they 
only  diverted  attention  from  God  and  the  soul,  and  cor- 
rupted the  mind  from  the  purity  and  simplicity  of  the  Gos- 
pel. Those  years  were  filled  up  with  stirs  and  movements 
calculated  to  unsettle  and  craze  the  minds  of  the  people. 
The  Millerite  Delusion,  which  spread  through  many  parts  of 
the  state  though  it  hero  gained  but  f(^w  adherents,  never- 
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theless,  occupied  the  thoughts  and  excited  the  enquiries, 
and  alarmed  the  apprehensions  of  weak-minded,  fearful 
and  unstable  people.  It  diverted  the  minds  of  multitudes 
from  the  truth  which  God  employs  to  convert  men  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  just.  This  delusion,  instead  of  exciting  men 
to  repent  and  prepare  to  meet  God  in  peace,  hardened  them 
in  sin  and  filled  them  with  skepticism  and  infidelity;  while 
it  served  to  shake  the  confidence  of  many  in  the  sure  words 
of  prophecy^  to  which  we  are  exhorted  to  give  diligent  heed. 

Another  device,  under  the  plausible  name  of  anti-slavery 
Conventions,  was  the  systematic  and  furious  onset  made  by 
them  upon  the  Sabbath,  the  Church,  the  christian  ministry, 
and  the  public  worship  and  instructions  of  the  sanctuary. 
Their  measures  left  no  room  to  doubt  their  deadly  hostility 
to  divine  Institutions  and  the  laws  of  God,  unless  the  ac- 
tions of  men  have  no  meaning,  or  are  no  index  of  their 
hearts.    Can  a  person  cast  firebrands,  arrows  and  death, 
and  you  think  him  in  sport?  If  these  dJiWi-christian  conven- 
tions were  honestly  designed  to  promote  emancipation,  or 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  enslaved  in  our  land,  there 
was  a  sad  deficiency  in  discernment.    They  would  put 
down  and  destroy  what  only  we  can  rationally  hope  God 
will  ever  bless  to  make  a  people  free  and  happy ;  and  the 
want  of  which  is  the  evident  occasion  of  that  cruel  oppres- 
sion, which  has  cursed  and  disgraced  some  parts  of  our  land. 
These  things  in  a  measure  kept  the  community  for  years 
in  an  unhallowed  stir,  which  collected  both  the  scum  and 
the  dregs  of  society  to  hear,  if  not  to  believe,  that  the  world 
would  be  wiser  and  happier  without  the  wisdom  that  com- 
eth  from  above.    But  for  what,  my  hearers,  some  of  you  at 
least,  for  what  would  you  now  barter  away  your  Sabbaths, 
your  Sanctuary  privileges,  your  religious  Teacher?    Ah  ! 
for  what  ?    For  nothings  this  side  heaven.* 

But  I  have  not  done  with  the  character  and  pernicious  in- 

*  A  revival  of  religion  had  commenced  a  short  lime  before,  under  the 
labors  of  Rev.  Mr.  Gushing,  installed  Sept.  1851. 
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flnence  of  these  conventions  as  an  obstacle  to  the  progress  of 
rational  liberty  and  true  religion.  Many  of  the  people  here 
are  acquainted  with  the  character  and  standing  of  Mr. 
Lewis  Tappan  of  New  York.  He  says  in  a  pamphlet  re- 
cently printed  for  him  in  London;  what  some  would  not 
have  expected  him  to  say;  he  says,  "I  know  of  nothing 
that  has  tended  so  powerfully  to  bring  anti-slavery  Societies 
and  Agents  into  dis-esteem,  as  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Garrison 
and  his  party.  Not  a  few  of  the  original,  true-hearted  and 
Christian  Abolitionists  of  the  land,  mourn  over  the  dire  re- 
sults of  a  course  of  proceedings,  that  has  unnecessarily  in- 
flamed the  minds,  shut  the  ears,  and  excited  the  animosity 
of  such  portions  of  the  community  against  anti-slavery  doc- 
trines and  measures.  So  great  is  the  prejudice  thus  wan- 
tonly excited,  that  the  opinion  is  fast  gaining  ground,  that 
''he"  and  his  party  have  done  a  vast  deal  more  hurt  than 
good  to  the  cause  of  holy  freedom,  and  many  are  expressing 
the  opinion  that  anti-slavery  Societies  must  give  way  to 
other  instrumentalities  for  the  deliverance  of  the  Country 
from  slavery." 

This  testimony  of  Mr.  Tappan  goes  to  confirm  the  senti- 
ment, that  these  Conventions  which  were  held  principally 
between  1840  and  1849,  while  injurious  to  the  cause  of 
"  holy  freedom,"  were  also  counteracting  in  their  tendency 
to  all  the  salutary  and  saving  influences  of  a  preached  gos- 
pel and  other  means  of  grace.  If  the  object  of  these  Con- 
ventions had  been  obtained,  you  would  now  have  had 
neither  Sabbath  nor  sanctuary — neither  a  Church  nor  a 
minister.  But  by  the  merciful  Providence  of  God,  they  are 
confounded  through  the  presumptuousness  of  their  enter- 
prize,  and  taken  in  their  own  craftiness. 

But  these  were  not  the  only  obstructions  to  the  success  of 
the  means  of  grace  in  the  period  referred  to.  Professed  im- 
provements in  social  intercourse  and  enjoyment  from  abroad, 
of  dissipating,  and  vicious  tendency,  backed  up  by  influ- 
ences hardly  to  have  been  expected,  turned  away  the  minds 
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of  maay  from  their  souls  and  God,  and  are  thought  by  some 
still  to  bring  forth  more  baneful  and  bitter  fruits,  than  even 
the  rejection  of  the  gospel  and  neglect  of  the  soul. 

In  the  winter  of  1849,  this  Church  passed  resolutions  ex- 
pressing their  views  of  Slavery  and  "  that  we  will  not  coun- 
tenance it  by  receiving  slave-holding  ministers  into  our  pul- 
pit, or  slave-holditig  professors  to  our  Communion."  These 
Resolutions  were  passed  with  the  distinct  understanding 
that  no  members  were  to  be  governed  by  them  who  did  not 
vote  to  adopt  them.  (H.) 

VI.    RETURN  OF    SERIOUSNESS,  AND    INSTALLATION    OF  REV.  MR. 

CUSHING. 

With  the  state  of  religion  amongst  this  people  between 
1849,  when  the  Pastor  was  taken  from  his  customary  labors 
by  sickness,  and  1851  ;  there  was  more  than  a  common 
measure  of  religious  interest,  and  several  hopeful  conver- 
sions rejoiced  the  hearts  of  God's  people,  and  were  considered 
an  earnest  of  richer  blessings.  The  population  increasing, 
and  also  the  infirmities  of  the  Pastor,  he  requested  the  Soci- 
ety to  furnish  him  permanent  assistance  as  what  the  spirit- 
ual wants  of  the  people  imperiously  demanded.    In  August, 

1851,  having  made  an  amicable  arrangement  with  the  Pas- 
tor who  had  labored  amongst  them  more  than  53  years,  the 
Church  and  Society  adopted  measures  to  settle  a  Colleague, 
and  after  hearing  Rev.  Christopher  Gushing  four  Sabbaths, 
unanimously  invited  him  to  settle  with  them  as  associate  Pas- 
tor, and  he  was  installed  on  the  17th  of  Sept.  following.  (I) 
Increased  seriousness  was  evident  at  the  commencement  of 

1852,  and  up  to  the  present  time  the  power  of  divine  grace 
has  been  witnessed  in  quickening  christians,  and  awakening 
and  subduing  sinners.  As  the  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are 
his,  another  day  will  declare  the  truth  respecting  the  genu- 
ineness and  extent  of  this  revival  now  in  a  state  of  progress. 

The  highest  character  in  which  any  one  can  act,  whether 
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ia  the  Church,  or  the  christian  Ministry,  is  that  of  an  un- 
worthy instrument ;  still  we  have  reason  to  bless  God  for 
the  man  he  has  sent  us,  and  whose  labors  he  is  crowning 
with  success.  I  believe  the  revival  now  in  progress  among 
us,  is  conducted  by  him  with  a  good  degree  of  devotedness 
and  sober  judgment.  (J.) 

VII.  SOLEMN  REFLECTIONS  AND  JOYFUL  ANTICIPATIONS. 

One  hundred  years  in  any  town  of  a  thousand  inhabitants 
comprizes  within  its  limits  very  many  and  very  great  chan- 
ges, which  deeply  affect  the  interests  of  the  people  for  both 
worlds.  Such  changes,  and  how  much  different  we  know 
not,  will  fill  up  the  hundred  years  to  come ;  but  who  will 
live  to  witness  them  ?  This  assembly — this  whole  popula- 
tion— without  one  exception,  will  move  from  the  stage,  and 
be  hidden  from  the  sight  of  all  in  that  world  whence  no  in- 
telligence will  reach  the  living  mass  that  will  then  be  mov- 
ing on  the  earth.  But  all  this  living  mass  of  the  last  100 
years  has  been  living  and  acting  under  the  light  of  the  gos- 
pel— under  the  hallowed  influence  of  the  Sabbath — with  the 
privilege  of  waiting  at  the  posts  of  wisdom's  doors — at  the 
gate  of  heaven,  how  much  soever  indisposed  to  improve  it. 
Some  of  this  company  have  arrived  to  the  age  of  09  years — 
but  no  one  of  all  these  generations,  from  the  first  who  met 
in  the  house  of  God,  and  heard  the  voice  of  our  first  Pastor, 
filled  up  his  hundred  years.  Still  this  does  not  in  the  least 
aff'ect  the  term'  of  their  existence  as  rational  and  accounta- 
ble beings,  under  the  inspection  of  the  Omniscient.  Whatev- 
er the  character  they  formed,  in  this  moulding  state,  their  fu- 
ture years  will  roll  on  forever,  in  a  state  yet  untried  and  un- 
known only  as  one  of  eternal  retribution.  The  righteous — 
the  humble  recipients  of  God's  grace — the  followers  of  the 
Lamb,  will  be  righteous  still.  Those  of  the  Redeemed 
Church,  quickened  by  the  spirit  of  God,  that  have  been 
gathered  into  the  body  whose  history  we  have  now  review- 
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ed,  will  enter  in  through  the  gates  into  the  city.  The 
Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  hisy 

Upon  a  faithful  and  Christian  training  of  our  descendants 
under  the  dispensation  of  the  gospel,  much  will  depend  as 
to  the  prosperity  of  this  Church  and  people,  in  future  years. 
How  desirable  is  a  long  and  increasing  train  of  pious  de- 
scendants— the  Children  standing  up  in  the  room  of  the 
Fathers  to  speak  and  act  for  God.  Such  children's  children 
are  the  crown  of  old  men.  Let  those  who  would  witness 
and  rejoice  in  such  an  event,  assiduously  labor  for  the  early 
and  universal  piety  of  the  coming  generation.  Let  them 
not  forget  the  law  which  was  commanded  in  Israel,  that 
they  should  make  known  the  praises  of  the  Lord  and  his 
wonderful  works  that  he  has  done,  to  their  children ;  that 
the  generation  to  come,  might  know  them,  even  the  chil- 
dren which  should  be  born  ;  who  should  declare  them  to 
their  children  :  that  they  might  set  their  hope  in  God,  and 
'  not  forget  his  works,  but  keep  his  commandments.  "In- 
stead of  thy  fathers  shall  be  thy  children,  whom  thou  may- 
est  make  princes  in  all  the  earth." 

As  the  want  of  early  religious  training,  especially  by  pi- 
ous mothers,  hastened  the  degeneracy  of  the  world  in  early 
times  with  fearful  rapidity  ;  so  the  prevalence  of  such  re- 
ligious maternal  training  from  generation  to  generation, 
will  perpetuate  and  extend  tlie  bounds  of  the  Church  and 
multiply  her  children.  Christians  need  no  greater  encour- 
agement to  be  dihgent  and  faithful  in  teaching  their  chil- 
dren tiie  right  ways  of  the  Lord  by  a  pious  example,  house- 
hold consecration  and  fervent  prayer. 

Not  only  is  our  duty  in  respect  to  the  continuance  and 
prosperity  of  this  branch  of  Zion  for  the  next  hundred 
years,  very  plain;  but  our  responsibility  is  solemn,  and 
the  consequences  of  faithfulness  or  neglect,  are  momen- 
tous beyond  conception.  Weigh  them,  my  friends  :  O  think 
what  they  may  be— what  in  certainty  they  will  be,  should 
our  children  be  left  without  restraint,  without  pious  instruc- 
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tion,  prayer  and  the  knowledge  of  God.  Let  one  genera- 
tion grow  up  as  the  wild  ass's  colt — uninstructed  concern- 
ing God  and  their  souls — let  one  entire  generation  be  mere 
men  of  the  world,  ungoverned  und  unconverted,  where 
would  be  the  Church,  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth? 
Be  training  your  children  then  to  fear  God  from  their  early 
childhood,  and  to  form  a  glorious  Church ;  increased  in  num- 
bers, in  holiness,  and  in  all  christian  graces,  whose  peace 
shall  be  like  a  river,  and  God  her  sun  and  shield.  Yes, 
ponder  upon  this  momentous  subject.  Keep  your  eye  upon 
the  long  and  swelling  stream  of  dying  immortals,  flowing 
onward,  and  soon  ingulphed  in  sorrows,  God's  testimony  to 
the  evil  of  sin ;  or  soon  raised  to  endless  peace,  to  the  hon- 
or of  Christ  our  King.  Be  assiduous  in  duty — labor  much, 
and  pray  much  for  wisdom  and  grace,»as  you  see  yourselves 
in  some  important  respects  holding  in  your  hands  the  desti- 
ny of  this  Church,  and  of  the  coming  generations  in  this 
community.  All  these  generations  will  come  into  the  world 
sinners — you  are  to  look  upon  them  as  sinners — you  are  to 
pray  for  them  as  sinners ;  needing  the  spirit  of  God,  and 
the  blood  of  Christ  to  be  saved.  And  can  you,  my  chris- 
tian friends,  be  satisfied  with  the  present  narrow  limits  of 
the  visible  Church  7 — that  so  small  a  portion  of  our  popu- 
lation should  stand  within  the  holy  place — that  the  mass 
should  ever  remain  in  the  outer  comt,  to  be  finally  disowned 
of  God?  Shall  there  be  no  more  labor  bestowed  upon  those 
whom  the  Apostle  styles  children  of  wrath  by  nature,  that 
they  become  children  of  grace? — no  more  prayer  offered — 
no  more  faithful  training — no  more  consecration  by  their 
parents  of  these  dying  immortals  to  him  who  claims  them 
for  his  own  ? 

Amongst  all  other  matters  of  parental  duty,  would  you 
secure  peace  to  yourselves  or  to  your  offspring,  teach  them 
to  reverence  God's  Sabbaths — early  habituate  them  to  proper 
subordination  and  good  government — from  tender  childhood, 
teach  them  the  truths  of  the  gospel ;  and  as  far  as  possible, 
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keep  them  from  the  baleful  influence  of  corrupt  books  and 
vile  associates — prepossess  their  tender  minds  against  all 
you  disapprove,  and  you  will  find  it  comparatively  an  easy 
task  to  restrain  them. 

We  have  probably  housed  in  our  burying  grounds  1800 
of  our  race,  since  tlie  worship  of  God  was  established 
amongst  this  people,  and  the  voice  of  prayer  was  heard  in  a 
sanctuary  of  our  own — one  thousand  and  sixty  five,  since 
the  commencement  of  my  ministry.  More  than  1800  per- 
sons have  gone  to  the  grave,  and  2000  may  remain ;  mak- 
ing 380.0  who  have  trod  our  soil.  Seven  hundred  and  forty 
five  persons  have  been  members  of  this  Church;  and  one 
hundred  and  eighteen  have  removed  their  relation  to  other 
Churches  since  1  was  settled,  and  probably  fifty  more  before 
that  time.  Deducting  the  present  number  of  two  hundred 
and  eight,  leaves  365  as  the  number  of  our  members  whom 
their  brethren  have  borne  to  the  grave.  Whether  or  not 
we  are  swelling  the  host  of  God's  elect,  we  are  certainly 
contributing  our  portion  to  the  countless  dead. 

And  now  these  2,000  souls  which  remain  on  our  soil,  are 
standing  as  minute  men,  drafted  for  the  war  from  which 
there  is  no  discharge.  They  form  a  living  stream,  widen- 
ing and  deepening  as  it  flows — a  stream  which  nothing  can 
stay  in  its  progress,  until  it  is  all  received  and  lost  in  the 
earth.  "  Dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  again  re- 
turn." 

The  scenes  which  have  opened  in  the  course  of  these  hun- 
dred years,  and  of  more  than  one  half,  I  have  been  witness, 
have  not  left  us  without  instruction  and  admonition.  They 
have  spoken  intelligibly  and  forcibly  upon  a  variety  of  sub- 
jects— upon  the  importance  of  inculcating  the  great  doctrines 
of  the  gospel,  encouraging  true  religion,  and  building  up  the 
(yhurch  of  Christ  in  faith  and  order.  These  scenes  have 
spoken  aflfectingly  upon  the  evil  and  power  of  sin  and  hu- 
man frailty — upon  the  wonders  of  sovereign  grace  in  turn- 
ing the  hearts  of  men  to  seek  him,  no  less  than  upon  his 
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long-suffering,  and  the  riches  of  his  goodness.  These  years 
have  opened  scenes  of  distressing  insanity  and  idiotism — of 
dehision,  backsHding  and  apostacy — scenes  of  contention, 
obstinacy  and  mahce — scenes  of  suffering,  of  wrong,  and 
cruel  oppression — of  intemperance  and  self-destruction — 
Scenes  too  of  christian  forbearance,  kindness  and  fortitude — 
of  faith  and  patience,  of  meekness  and  looking  up  to  God 
for  deliverance  and  support, — scenes  of  remarkable  reforma- 
tion and  lamented  degeneracy — scenes  of  despair  and  tri- 
umph in  death — indeed,  scenes  which  exhibit  all  the  lusts 
of  the  carnal  mind,  and  those  which  indicate  all  the  graces 
of  the  spirit  of  God.  On  one  hand  has  been  seen  acted  out 
the  deep  depravity  of  the  human  heart,  and  on  the  other, 
the  power  of  divine  grace — an  earnest  of  future  extension. 

Instead  of  the  fathers,  shall  be  the  children,  whom  thou 
mayest  make  princes  in  all  the  eartJiy 

Since  the  world  was  made  by  Christ  for  himself  and  his 
Church,  we  could  not  but  expect  that  an  hundred  years 
would  have  put  a  new  face  on  our  own  and  on  other 
lands — upon  all  our  concerns^  agricultural,  commercial,  lit- 
erary, civil  and  religious,  affected  our  interests  and  changed 
our  relations. — Not  only  affected  our  concerns  of  Church 
and  State,  but  those  of  other  nations — the  great  systems  of 
error,  delusion  and  imposture.  The  Mahometan  power,  hos- 
tile to  the  gospel,  has  long  been  waning,  losing  both  her 
strength  and  intolerance — the  man  of  sin  is  shorn  of  his 
locks — the  waters  of  Euphrates — the  streams  of  his  wealth, 
are  fast  drying  up,  and  his  death  struggles  are  near.  The 
clouds  of  horrible  darkness  wliich  have  so  long  been  brood- 
ing over  such  vast  portions  of  our  race  are  breaking,  and 
the  light  of  God's  truth  is  beginning  to  shine  with  scattered 
rays  upon  many  benighted  regions.  Even  Africa  will  soon 
stretch  out  her  sable  hands  to  God.  Her  salvation  is  to  come 
from  the  greatsource  of  her  wrongs — rapid  and  broad  will  soon 
be  the  stream  of  light  and  mercy,  of  flesh  and  blood  set  free, 
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flowing  to  those  dark  regions  even  from  this  western  world.* 
For  it  is  the  way  of  God's  wonder-working  providence,  to 
make  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  him—- man's  selfishness 
and  avarice  to  suhserve  the  accomplishment  of  his  great 
benevolent  designs — man's  cruel  and  narrow-minded  policy 
to  unfold  the  depths  of  his  wisdom  and  the  riches  of  his 
goodness.    Though  some  of  my  brethren  may  conscien- 
tiously fear  to  appropriate  the  gains  derived  from  slavery, 
paid  by  the  South  for  their  manufactures,  to  christianize  the 
heathen  in  other  lands  ;  yet  it  is  an  article  in  my  creed,  that 
God  will  soon  appropriate  the  great  mass  of  these  gains  to 
illuminate  and  raise  this  down-trodden  race  to  civil  and  re- 
ligious freedom — ranking  amongst  the  enlightened  and  hap- 
py nations  of  the  earth.    Blessings  now  remain  in  store  for 
that  people,  and  through  this  channel,  they  have  a  just  claim 
which  in  the  providence  of  God  we  must  answer  ;  and  your 
children,  at  least,  your  children's  children,  will  live  to  see  it. 
They  will  lift  up  their  hands  and  their  voices  in  praise  to 
God  ;  "  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  of  his  wisdom  and  grace — 
how  unsearchable  are  his  judgments,  and  hrs  ways  past 
finding  out." 

The  next  hundred  years  from  this  time,  will  doubtless  be 
filled  up  with  events  far  more  fearful  for  the  nation,  and 
more  glorious  for  the  Church,  than  those  of  the  past.  We 
may  reasonably  expect  and  joyfully  hope  as  we  draw  near 
the  time  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophetic  writings,  which 
especially  relate  to  the  Church,  that  her  prospects  here  and 
around  the  world,  will  rapidly  brighten — when  "  The  light  of 
the  moon  will  be  as  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  the  fight  of  the 

*  Mr.  Birney  who,  several  years  since,  was  held  up  as  the  Abolition 
Candidate  for  the  Presidency  of  the  U.  S.  has  recently  come  out  in  favor 
of  the  Colonization  Society.  And  Mr.  Birney  is  not  the  only  promi- 
nent and  influential  man  that  has  done  the  same.  This  Society,  whose 
operations  have  such  a  bearing  upon  the  well-being  of  degraded  and  cru- 
elly oppressed  Africa,  is  now  rising  in  public  estimation  and  confidence, 
as  a  noble  and  philanthropic  enterprize  of  great  promise. 
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sun  as  the  light  of  seven  days."  Then  shall  we  reach  the 
time  when  "  The  wolf  shall  dwell  with  the  lamb,  and  the 
leopard  lie  down  with  the  kid — and  the  lion  eat  straw  like 
the  ox ;  and  the  sucking  child  play  on  the  hole  of  the  asp. 
They  shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all  my  lioly  mountain  ; 
for  the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as 
the  waters  cover  the  sea.''  No  doubt  rests  upon  this  subject. 
"  The  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it — his  zeal  will  per- 
form it — he  will  hasten  it  in  its  time.  Wait  for  it,  it  will 
come  and  will  not  tarry." 
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APPENDIX. 


N  0  T  E  APPENDIX. 


The  Names  of  Petitioners  for  a  new  Parish^  referred  to  on  Page  5, 


Eben.  Witt. 
Ephraini  Cutter. 
Noah  Barnes. 
Benj.  Gilbert. 
Amiel  Weeks. 
John  Patterson. 
John  Watson. 
Benj.  Adams. 
John  Witt. 
Arthur  Tucker. 
Wm.  Ayres. 
Uriah  Gilbert. 
Ephraim  Cutter,  Jr. 
.Tason  Bip:elow. 
Samuel  Newhall. 
J)aniel  Potter. 
Jonathan  Gilbert. 
Thomas  Ball. 
Wm.  Ayres,  Jr. 


Moses  Barns. 
Aaron  Bains. 
Thomas  Hale. 
Thomas  Taylor. 
Isaac  Cutler. 
Abiam  Howe. 
David  Barns. 
Ichabod  Howe. 
Charles  Adams. 
Jabez  Ayres. 
Joshua  Dodge,  Jr. 
Peter  Lamson. 
Josiah  Hincher. 
Seih  Hinds. 
Joseph  Slone. 
IMoses  Ayres. 
Nathan  Stevens. 
John  Patterson,  Jr. 
Jacob  Caldwell. 


Abner  Tyler. 
Benj.  Batcheller. 
Samuel  Gould. 
Samuel  Pickard. 
Thos.  Bartlett. 
Joseph  Bartlett. 
Wm.  Hair. 
Joseph  Bartlett,  Jr. 
Benj.  Kimball. 
Samuel  Gould,  Jr. 
Samuel  Ware. 
Andrew  Kimball. 
Isaac  Gihbs. 
Wm.  Wright. 
Amos  Smith. 
Joseph  Witt. 
Thomas  Tucker. 


(A) 


it  maybe  gratifying  to  the  present  generation,  to  know  the  names  of 
the  principal  settlers  and  the  farms  on  which  they  lived,  and  who  are  the 
present  occupants. 


ORIGINAL  SETTLERS. 


William  Ayres 
Benj.  Gilbert. 
Capt.  Noah  Barns 


Esq. 


PRESENT  OCCUPANTS. 

Amos  Ayres. 
Daniel  Gilbert,  Esq. 
Osborn  Whitinsr. 
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Original  Settlers. 

Abram  Howe. 
Benj.  Adams. 
Thomas  Hale. 
Moses  Ayres. 
Moses  Barns. 
Dea.  Biglow. 
Jabez  Ayres. 
Benj.  Kimball. 
Daniel  Potter. 
Ammiel  Weeks. 
Josiah  Converse. 
John  Watson. 
Ebenezer  Witt. 
John  Hill. 

Capt.  Daniel  Gilbert, 
Dea.  Gould. 
Francis  Dodge. 
Obadiah  Rice. 
Thomas  Ball,  Sen. 
Joseph  Chadvvick. 
Paul  Doland. 
Nathaniel  Bartlett. 


Present  Occupants. 

David  Tyler. 
Col.  Wm.  Adams. 
Wm.  Hale. 
James  Ayres. 
Joseph  Poland. 
Mr.  John  Biglow. 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Smith. 
Leonard  Stoddard. 
Frederic  Potter. 
William  Lamson. 
Ambrose  Allen. 
Jonas  Harwood. 
Thomas  Kindrick. 
Capt.  Warren  Ayres. 
Thomas  Gilbert. 
Charles  Jienks. 
Horace  Rich. 
Andrew  Buxton. 
Mr.  Ives. 
Nymphas  Whiting. 
Widow  Deland. 
Mrs.  Bird  and  family. 


About  30  or  40  of  the  original  settlers  have  posterity  residing  in  town, 
of  the  fifth  generation  ;  while  the  following  persons  by  name  amongst 
orhers,  have  posterity  ia  town  of  the  6lh  generation,  viz  : — Benjamin 
Gilbert,  in  the  line  of  Dea.  Moore  and  Mrs.  Dea.  Bush — John  Hill,  in  the 
line  of  Kittridge  Hill,  whose  grand-children  are  of  the  sixth  generation — 
John  Watson,  the  senior,  in  the  line  of  Eleazer  Bush^ — Mrs.  Nathaniel 
Bartlett,  great  grand  mother  of  Mr.  Alfred  Bartlett,  whose  first  husband 
was  great  grand-father  io  Mr.  Aimet  Harwood — The  sixth  generation  of 
her  descendants,  is  found  in  the  grand-children  of  Mr.^Aimet  Harwood- 
Paul  Deland,  in  the  line  of  Jedediah  Deland,  has  posterity  of  the  sixth 
generation  in  the  children  of  Mr.  Henry  Deland.  The  child  of  Mr. 
Marshal  Bartlett  is  of  the  fifth  generation  from  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bartlett — 
also  of  the  sixth  generation  from  Mr.  Thomas  Kindrick's  grand-father — 
and  likewise  of  the  5euen/A  generation  from  John  Hill,  in  the  line  of  Mr. 
Peter  Hill,  who  lived  a  little  west  of  Capt.  Ayres,  and  who  was  great 
grand-father  of  Mrs.  M.  Bartlett,  in  the  line  of  Horace  Kindrick.  This 
child,  and  that  of  Mr.  Charles  Stoddard  are  supposed  to  be  the  only  per- 
sons in  town  of  the  seventh  generation  of  any  of  the  original  settlers. 
The  individual,  who  amongst  the  early  settlers,  has  now  the  largest  num- 
ber of  descendants  in  town,  is  Benjamin  Gilbert,  ancestor  of  Daniel  Gil- 
bert, Esq. 
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(B) 


Gentlemen  who  Represented  the  Town  of  North  Broohfield. 
1812,  the  gentleman  sent,  was  not  allowed  a  seat. 


1813,  Thomas  Hale,  Esq. 
1817,  Thomas  Hale,  Esq. 
1820,  Daniel  Gilbert,  Esq. 

to  revise  the  Constitution. 
1823,  Charles  Henshaw. 

1827,  Eli  Forbes. 

1828,  Wm.  Adams. 

1829,  Wra.  Adams. 

1831,  Tyler  Batcheller. 

1832,  John  Bigelow. 

1833,  Jonathan  Cary. 

1834,  Eli  Forbes, 

1835,  Tyler  Batcheller, 
Oliver  Ward. 


1836,  Joseph  A.  Moore,  > 
William  Adams.  ^ 

1837,  Kittredge  Hill. 

1838,  Pliny  Nye, 
Chancey  Edmonds. 

1839,  Freeman  Walker,  " 
J.  A.  Moore. 

1840,  Freeman  Walker. 

1841,  Ezra  Batcheller. 
1844,  Hiram  Edson. 

1848,  Amasa  Walker. 

1849,  Charles  Adams,  Jr. 


(C) 


Names  of  the  signers 

Eli  Forbes. 
John  Watson. 
Jabez  Ayres. 
Ebenezer  Witt. 
Noah  Barnes. 
John  Cutler. 
Benjamin  Adams. 
Abram  Howe. 
Ammiel  Weeks. 


of  the  Church  Covenant, 

Ichabod  Howe. 
Abner  Tyler. 
Thomas  Hale. 
Uriah  Gilbert. 
Joseph  Stone. 
Moses  Ayres. 
Charles  Adams. 
Moses  Barns. 
Jason  Bigelow. 


May  2Qth,  1752. 

Nathan  Stevens. 
Thomas  Taylor. 
Ephraim  Cutter. 
Daniel  Newell. 
Jonathan  Gilbert. 
Aaron  Barns. 
Isaac  Cutler. 
John  Witt. 


(D) 

It  seems  that  in  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Forbes,  no  distinction  was 
made  between  the  Church  and  Parish  ;  but  that  after  the  Church  was  em- 
bodied, the  call  was  given,  and  the  Council  was  convened  by  letters  mis- 
sive, and  all  matters  respecting  the  ordination  were  transacted  by  the 
Parish  as  including  the  Church — a  subject  which  the  Churches  did  not 
then  so  well  understand.  Accordingly,  there  is  no  record  whatever  in 
the  Church  Book  respecting  the  call,  to  the  Council  convened,  and  Ordi- 
nation of  Mr.  Forbes.    And  since  a  few  leaves  from  the  old  Parish  Re- 
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cords  are  lost,  it  cannot  be  ascertained  what  Churches  were  applied  to, 
or  what  ministers  constituted  the  ordaining  Council.  A  warrant  is  found 
in  the  Parish  records  warning  a  meeting  of  those  who  had  a  right  to  vote 
in  Parish  concerns  to  assemble  on  the  4th  of  May,  for  the  following  pur- 
poses, viz  : — 

"  To  see  if  the  Parish  will  proceed  to  ordain  Mr.  Eli  Forbes. 
**  To  make  provision  therefor. 
*'  To  agree  upon  the  time  ;  also, 

*'  To  see  if  the  Parish  will  choose  a  Committee  to  send  out  Letters 
Missive,  in  order  therefor,  and  agree  what  Churches  to  send  to,  &c." 

This  is  all  the  account  to  be  found  on  record  respecting  Mr.  Forbush 
Ordination.  But  vw  then  soon  find  him  acting  as  Pastor  and  Moderator 
of  the  Church,  and  calling  the  attention  of  the  brethren  to  Ecclesiastical 
concerns,  and  amongst  others  to  the  full  organization  of  the  Church  by 
the^ choice  of  Deacons. 

(E) 

I>r.  Forbes,  whose  original  name  was  Furbush,  and  who  after  his 
Chaplain-ship  in  the  army,  assumed  the  name  of  Forbes,  the  British  Gen- 
eral, was  born  in  Wesiboro,  1726 — graduated  at  Harvard  College,  1751 — 
ordained  in  this  Parish,  1752-— dismissed  March  1st,  1775 — received  a 
Doctorate  from  Harvard  College,  1802— died  Dec.  15th,  1804,  aged  77. 
He  lived  to  bury  his  fourth  wife.  His  first  and  last  wives  were  Park- 
mans,  daughters  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  Parkman  of  Westboro,  and  relatives 
ofDr.  Parkman  of  Boston,  recently  murdered  by  Professor  Webster. 
His  last  wife  was  the  widow  of  Col.  Baldwin,  who  lived  and  died  in  this 
place,  where  Dea.  Batcheller's  house  now  stands.  Dr.  Forbes  had  two 
children  by  his  first  wife,  a  son  and  daughter.  "  The  son  has  the  reputation 
amongst  his  surviving  friends,  of  having  been  a  gay  and  dissipated  man, 
and  of  having  his  associates  chielly  amongst  that  class  of  people."  It  is 
probable  that  he  died  in  Maine,  about  1808.  He  left  no  children.  Polly 
Forbes,  his  sister,  1  learn,  married  Peter  Coffin  of  Gloucester,  where  Dr. 
Forbes  was  a  second  time  settled  in  the  Ministry.  Mr.  Coffin  was  a  man 
of  public  education,  studied  law,  then  opened  shop  for  trade  in  Gloucester, 
failed  in  business,  next  vi'ent  on  to  his  Father's  farm,  lived  till  he  mostly 
used  it  up,  and  died  in  his  place  of  residence.  His  wife  Polly,  died  May 
the  18th,  1795,  aged  40  years,  leaving  seven  children — Mary,  Peter, 
Sarah,  Lucy  F.,  Charles,  Eli  F.,  and  Emily.  These  two  grandsons  of 
Dr.  Forbes,  were  lost  on  their  passage  from  Baltimore,  about  1808.  The 
issue  of  Mary,  Charles  and  Emily,  grand  children  of  Dr.  Forbes,  are  now 
his  only  surviving  descendants, 
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Soon  after  Dr.  Forbes'  dismission  from  the  North  Parish  in  Brookfield, 
he  was  installed  in  Gloucester  Harbor,  where  he  continued  to  labor  for 
many  years — where  he  buried  his  last  wife,  who  died  with  a  cancer,  and 
where  also  he  died  himself. 

The  whole  number  who  were,  and  had  been  members  of  the  Church  at 
the  dismission  of  Dr.  Forbes,  was  212.  Some  of  the  principal  members 
of  the  Church,  under  Dr.  Forbes'  ministry,  were  Messrs.  Wm.  Ayres, 
Ebenezer  Witi,  Jabez  Ayres,  John  Cutler,  Abram  Howe,  Benjamin 
Adams, jThomas  Hale,  Jason  Bigelow,  Benjamin  Gilbert,  and  others. 

Dr.  Forbes  published  a  funeral  Sermon,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  a 
young  man  killed  by  lightning,  and  a  small  volume  of  Sermons. 


The  account  of  Rev.  Joseph  Appleton  and  family,  found  in  these 
pages,  is  derived  from  different  sources,  and  in  no  measure  from  my  own 
personal  knowledge  ;  since  1  had  not  the  pleasure  of  the  least  acquaint- 
ance, except  with  the  Hon.  William  Appleton,  Esq.  a  well  known  mer- 
chant in  Boston,  the  yoimgest  son  and  member  of  the  family. 

Whatever  writings  of  Rev.  Mr.  Appleton  have  been  published,  I  have 
found  none  from  which  any  thing  can  be  learned  of  his  style  of  writing 
or  preaching. 

Rev.  Mr.  Appleton  was  born  in  Ipswich,  Essex  County,  Mass.  1751, 
being  the  youngest  son  of  Isaac  Appleton,  a  descendant  of  Samuel,  who 
emigrated  from  Waldingford,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  England,  1635. 
He  settled  the  same  year  in  Ipswich,  where  his  descendants  continue  to 
reside,  and  from  which  section  of  the  State,  a  large  portion  of  the  early 
settlers  in  North  Brookfield,  are  said  to  have  removed.  He  was  educated 
at  Brown  University,  R.  I.  and  graduated  in  1772.  He  first  preached  at 
Kingston,  near  Exeter  in  N.  H.  where  he  declined  an  offer  of  settlement, 
and  in  1776,  Oct.  30,  v/as  ordained  and  settled  in  the  North  Parish  in  Brook- 
field.  While  residing  in  Kingston,  he  became  acquainted  with  Miss 
Mary  Hook,  daughter  of  Jacob  Hook,  Esq.  a  young  lady  possessed  of 
qualities,  which  made  her  interesting  in  youth.  She  is  spoken  of  as  a 
person  of  a  strong  sprightly  mind,  and  ready  wit — a  person  of  enterprize 
and  character,  and  by  her  most  intimate  friends  in  the  decline  of  life,  she 
was  esteemed  as  a  person  of  no  ordinary  piety,  which  secured  the  friend- 
ship of  many.  She  died  at  the  age  of  86.  They  had  six  children,  three 
sons  and  three  daughters.  The  second  son,  Joseph,  died  a  few  months 
before  his  father ;  the  eldest  died  in  1802.  The  youngest,  William, 
is  now  living  in  Boston,  a  wealthy  and  well  known  merchant,  and  recently 
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chosen  a  Member  of  Congress.  He  has  had  ten  children,  one  son  in 
married  life  died  in  Boston,  and  another  died  in  Europe.  Besides  the 
sons  of  Rev.  Mr.  Appleton,  before  referred  to,  there  are  three  daughters, 
who  are  supposed  to  survive  and  live  in  New  Hampshire.  Forty-seven 
persons  became  members  of  the  Church,  during  Rev.  Mr.  Appleton's 
ministry,  and  four  between  his  death  and  the  settlement  of  another  Pastor. 


Thomas  Snell,  the  present  Senior  Pastor,  is  of  the  sixth  genera- 
tion from  Thomas  Snell  of  North  Bridgewater,  who  came  from  England. 
He  is  the  youngest  son  of  Ebenezer  Snell  Esq.  of  Cummington,  boin 
1774 — graduated  at  Dartmouth  College,  1795 — read  Theology  with  Dr- 
Backus  of  Somers,  Ct. — preached  his  fourth  Sermon  in  North  Brookfield, 
October  1797 — was  ordained  June  27  of  '98— -and  was  sole  Pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  till  September  17th,  1851 — being  more  than  53 
years. 

He  married  in  1800,  Miss  Tirzah  Strong  of  Bolton,  Ct.  who  still  sur- 
vives, and  by  whom,  he  has  had  10  children,  5  of  each  sex  :  Ebenezer 
Strong,  Samuel,  Martha  Alvord,  Thomas,  Edward,  Sarah  Packard, 
Tirzah  Strong,  William  Ward,  Abby  Fish,  and  Phebe  Moore.  Samuel 
and  Edward  died  in  tender  infancy,  Sarah  P.  died  in  1838,  aged  23  1-2. 
Ebenezer  S.  is  Professor  in  Amherst  College.  Martha  A.  lives  in  111. 
Thomas  Jun.  Abby  and  Phebe,  live  in  North  Brookfield.  Tirzah  lives  in 
Brookline — William  in  Lawrence. 

The  writer  will  of  course  be  excused  from  making  any  remarks  about 
himself,  except  that  while  he  has  been  diligent,  and  believes  that  he  has 
preached  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  he  is  an  unprofitable  servant,  and  has 
great  occasion  to  be  humble,  and  abased  before  God.  Whatever  good 
God  has  accomplished  by  him,  it  will  be  a  wonderful  act  of  mercy,  if  he 
should  be  accepted  at  the  last. 


Perhaps  the  Brethren  at  the  time,  did  not  fully  understand  the  pow- 
ers and  rights  of  a  christian  Church.  A  Church  has  the  right  to 
judge  of  the  qualifications  for  Church  Membership,  but  no  right  to  say 
who  shall  occupy  the  Desk.  The  Desk  does  not  belong  to  the  Church, 
but  is  the  property  of  the  religious  Society,  and  when  Church  and  Society 
have  settled  a  Pastor  and  Teacher,  they  have  given  the  pulpit  to  him,  to 
occupy  it  himself,  personally,  or  by  any  other  man,  whom  he  pleases  to 
put  there,  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  appropriate  to  that  place,  and 
at  the  time  appointed.    It  is  for  him  to  say,  and  not  for  the  Church,  what 
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description  of  ministers  shall  occupy  the  desk,  irrespective  of  any  Resolu- 
tions or  votes,  either  of  Church,  or  Society.  If  the  religious  Society  as 
such,  are  dissatisfied  with  this  correct  and  independent  course  of  proce- 
dure, they  can  adopt  measures  for  his  removal,  and  seek  a  man  that  has 
no  mind  ofhisown,or  is  yielding  enough  to  submit  to  any  dictation. 
But  1  hope  that  this  Church  and  Society,  for  their  own  honor,  peace  and 
profit,  will  never  have  a  Minister  whom  they  can  turn  and  mould  into 
what  shape  they  please.  Should  that  day  ever  come,  you  may  write 
Ichabod  upon  the  walls  of  your  sanctuary. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Gushing  is  son  of  Mr.  George  and  Nancy  Gushing^, 
born  at  South  Scituate,  Mass.  May  3d,  1820.  He  graduated  at  Yale  Col- 
lege, Aug.  1,  1844,  and  at  Andover  Seminary,  Sept.  1847.  Married 
Miss  Mary  F.  Cho;ite,  daughter  of  William  C.  of  Derry,  N.  H.  He 
commenced  his  labors  as  a  Clergyman  in  connection  with  a  new  Religious 
enterprize  in  Boston,  March  1848.  Was  ordained  as  Minister,  and  in- 
stalled over  the  Edwards  Church,  Boston,  Feb  21,  1849.  Was  dismissed 
from  the  pastoral  relation  over  said  Church,  on  account  of  embarrass, 
inenis  arising  from  the  want  of  a  suitable  place  of  worship,  April  23d, 
1851.  Was  Installed  over  the  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society 
in  North  Brookfield,  Mass.  as  Associate  Pasior  with  Rev.  Thomas  Snell, 
Sept.  1851. 

The  Clergymen  present,  and  sharring  in  the  customary  solemnities, 
were  Rev.  Dr.  Fiske  of  New  Braintree,  Rev.  Mr.  Packard  of  Spencer, 
Rev.  Micah  Stone  of  Brookfield,  Rev.  W.  J.  Budington,  Charlestown, 
Rev.  Professor  Paikof  Andover,  and  the  Senior  Pastor. 


On  the  Sabbaih  previous  to  the  Colleague's  Installation,  the  Sen- 
ior Pastor  addressed  the  following  remarks  to  his  Church  and  people. 

You  are  aware  that  we  are  expecting  soon  to  come  under  a  new  admin- 
istration of  our  ecclesiastical  and  religious  concerns.  This  may  be  the 
last  opportunity  I  shall  have  before  that  event,  to  address  you  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  shall  therefoie  in  connection  with  this  morning's  discourse,  utter  a 
few  thoughts. 

By  the  good  Providence  of  God,  who  holds  all  events  and  all  hearts  in 
his  hand,  we  have  had  a  most  happy  union  in  all  our  measures,  prelimi- 
nary to  the  anticipated  consummation,  much  to  the  honor  and  happiness 
of  this  Church  and  religious  Society;  and  which  I  cannot  but  hope  may 
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be  an  earnest  of  our  future  harmony  and  prosperity.  Be  entreated  to  la- 
bor and  pray  that  this  cloudless  morning;  may  be  followed  with  a  bright 
and  joyful  day  of  many  years.  For  this  my  friends  we  must  be  yielding 
and  m^ke  efforts,  if  not  sacrifices. 

The  young  gentleman  whom  we  have  chosen  to  be  our  Pastor  and  re- 
ligious teacher,  comes  amongst  us  with  a  fair  reputation  and  proper  cre- 
dentials as  a  preacher  of  tlie  Gospel.  He  has  a  claim  to  our  respect  and 
christian  confidence.  Receive  him  as  a  man  of  God,  as  the  messenger 
of  Christ  who  comes  to  preach  unto  you  the  unsearchable  riches  of  his 
grace.  Receive  him  into  your  houses  with  affection  and  confidence. 
Teach  your  children  to  respect  him  ;  attend  diligently  upon  his  mmistra- 
tions  on  the  Sabbath.  If  he  manages  the  affairs  of  his  off.ce  different 
from  what  I  have  done,  believe  that  he  is  right,  until  by  examination  you 
learn  that  he  is  n-rong.  And  think  not  that  your  work  is  done  when  you 
have  obtained  a  Levite  for  your  Priest,  you  may  still  perish.  Take  heed 
hoio  you  hear  and  treat  the  message  he  delivers. 

You  will  remember  that  he  is  a  man — lias  the  weaknesses,  the  wants 
and  the  frailties  of  a  man,  and  you  will  sympathize  with  him  in  all  his 
trials  ;  protect  him  in  his  rights  and  reputation,  and  be  slow  to  believe 
any  ill  report  that  may  be  put  in  circulation  by  loquacious  and  news- 
people. 

When  he  may  say,  or  do,  or  preach  any  thing  that  in  your  opinion  is  ob- 
jectionable, make  it  not  the  ground  of  opposition,  or  of  evil  report  ;  but  give 
him  opportunity  for  explanation  and  self-defence.  Every  man  has  a  right 
to  explain  and  state  his  views  and  motives,  and  the  reasons  of  his  conduct. 
You  will  make  all  proper  allowances  for  human  frailty  and  imperfection. 

You  are  not  expecting  a  man  raised  above  the  possibility  of  error  or 
mistake.  Leave  him  not,  my  brethren,  to  labor  and  suffer  alone  ;  uphold 
his  hands,  encourage  his  heart,  he  will  toil  and  suffer  in  his  Master's 
cause,  not  so  much  for  liimself,  as  for  you  and  yours.  If  he  is  faithful 
and  respects  himself,  you  will  respect  and  esteem  him  very  highly  for  his 
works  sake.  I  am  very  much  gratified  in  witnessing  our  success  and 
prospects.    May  the  consummation  equal  our  expectations. 

Now,  Brethren  and  Friends,  live  in  peace,  and  the  God  of  peace  be 
with  you.  Farewell. 


